
                     

Newport Parish Council Meeting      

Date & Time: Tuesday 14th January 2025 at 7pm 

Venue: Newport Primary School – Hall entrance 

Present: Cllr S Mansell – Chairperson (SM), Cllr H Robinson – Vice Chairperson (HR), Cllr S Elliott (SE), Cllr D 
O’Connell (DO), Cllr R Bate (RB), Cllr J Lamming (JL), Cllr G Bate (GB), Cllr J Preston (JP), Cllr L Cressey (LC), Cllr P 
Pettit (PP), A Barker – Clerk (AB).   
 
Members of the Public Present: C Newsome (CN) C Benstead (CB)   
 

Public Forum The Public Forum commenced at 7pm. The period designated for public participation shall 
not exceed 15 minutes. Each member of the public may only speak once and for no longer 
than 3 minutes. 

Action 

 CN – Information provided re the Men in Sheds project following the correspondence 
previously received and distributed to Cllrs. The project will allow both male and female 
participants and be located at the Gilberdyke District Leisure Association. 25 residents from 
Newport and Gilberdyke attended the initial meeting. Lottery funding secured (£5K) and 
Gilberdyke PC have ring fenced £2K. To finalise the opening of a bank account, formally 
register the shed with the Humber Men in Sheds Alliance, obtain charity status, and finalise 
the purchase of the shed. Request for a grant of £2,000. See Agenda item 2025 01 12. 
CN – Information provided re an initiative for St Stephens Church, Newport and Gilberdyke 
Parish Councils to work together for the benefit of the whole community. Cllrs confirmed 
agreement to attend a meeting to progress. Cllrs expressed concerns about the proposed 
closing of Goole hospital and would like to work together with Gilberdyke in relation to this. 
AB to request a potential date to meet. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
AB 

2025/01/01  To note apologies for absence  

 Cllr N Wilkinson (NW), Cllr G Shields (GS). Apologies received and accepted by Cllrs 
(Personal / Work).    

 

2025/01/02 To receive declarations of interest under the Localism Act 2011 - being any pecuniary or non-
pecuniary interest in agenda items not previously recorded on Members Register of Interests. 

 

 Pecuniary: As residents of Newport all Cllrs present have a pecuniary interest in the setting 
of the precept by the council. As the Proper Officer of Newport Parish Council AB granted all 
Cllrs present a dispensation pursuant of S33(1) of the Localism Act 2011 to allow all Cllrs 
present to participate in the discussion of setting the next year's Precept and participate in 
any vote on the amount of the Precept. The reason for this is that having regard to all the 
relevant circumstances AB considered that without the dispensation the number of persons 
prohibited from participating in the setting of the precept will be so great a proportion of 
the Council as it will impede the transaction of the business.   Men in sheds – LC (Trustee)      
Non-Pecuniary: St Stephens Church - LC, Christmas Lights – JL,  

 

2025/01/03 To approve the draft minutes of the Newport Parish Council Meeting held on 12th November 
2024 

 

 Proposed: HR Seconded: SE Outcome:  All Councillors in attendance at the meeting voted to 
approve the minutes. SM, JP, LC and PP abstained as not present. SM signed and dated each 
page of the minutes to confirm them as a true record of the meeting. 

 
 
AB 

2025/01/04 Clerks Report including updates on action points / matters arising from the November 2024 
Newport Parish Council Meeting. 

 

 Summary provided to Cllrs 10.01.25 to confirm the actions taken / matters arising from the 
previous meeting and the outstanding actions to be addressed.   

▪ Newport Parking issues meeting 03.12.24. Emily Mounsor (ERYC Traffic 
Management) Cllr V Aitken, Cllr H Robinson, Tracey Nicholls (Part) Paul Skelton 
(Part). Report received from Emily Mounsor. 

 
 



- Ocean Drive - look at feasibility of installing give way markings in line with edge 
of parking bays to allow vehicles to feel more comfortable exiting the junction. 

- Fen Court - shorten parking bay slightly as hatching is shorter than other 
junctions, look at feasibility of installing give way markings in line with edge of 
parking bays to allow vehicles to feel more comfortable exiting the junction. 

- Canal Side East - Agreed to propose amendment to existing loading bay to be 
'Loading only 7am-11am', meaning the bay will be unrestricted for the 
remainder. This proposal will be added to the ERYC forward programme, where 
it will be priority ranked against other requests and allocated funding as 
budgets/resources allow. The implementation is subject to a statutory and 
lengthy process which involves consultation with stakeholders, advertisement 
period etc. If/once the proposal is allocated funding, the timescales can be 
anywhere from 12-18 months for implementation. Unable to suspend the zone. 

- Cllrs also discussed Meadow Lane and Canalside East and West as being 
problematic when exiting the junction. 

2025/01/05 Newport Parish Community Projects and Parish Matters    

 Market Weighton Canal Trail.  

• No further update.  
Newport Village Green and Play Area extension. 

▪ FCC Grant application submitted – 21.11.24.     
▪ National Lottery Community Fund Application – Unsuccessful 11.01.25. 
▪ Do it for East Yorkshire Grant – AB to review criteria for application.   

Newport Memorial Clock automation and regulation.  
▪ Smith of Derby - Installation works completed 13th November 2024.    

Play Area inspection. 
▪ Alan Dymond (morralplayservices.co.uk) –Inspection completed 08.11.24 (Due 

Sept / Oct 24). Report received 06.01.25. AB Inspection completed 07.01.25 to 
confirm action points. Report to P Coates 08.01.25 with further meeting planned to 
agree repair work schedule 17.01.25. Possible impact highlighted on the planned 
play area extension. 

▪ Humber Forest / The Conservation Volunteers Tree Planting to be completed on 
Thurs 16th January 2025 at 9.45am. Newport Primary School, Cllrs and residents 
invited to support the event.   

   
 
 
 
 
AB 
 
 
 
 
 
 
AB 
 
GS 
 

2025/01/06 To consider planning applications received and note planning decisions.   

 Update provided to Cllrs on 10.01.25. Links to all applications are available via the website.  
Planning applications for consideration at this meeting.  

▪ 24/03618/PLF Erection of two storey extension to side and rear with canopy to 
front, to replace existing rear extension. 28 CSE (Day). NPC – Approve 14.01.25. 

Planning decisions confirmed by ERYC since the last meeting:  
▪ 24/02814/TPO NEWPORT NO.7 - 2004 (REF 887) - 31 Main Road (Beckett). NPC 

Approved 07.10.24. ERYC 15.11.24. 
▪ 24/03017/PLF 107 Main Road (Mosey) – NPC Approved 26.11.24. ERYC 20.12.24. 

Awaiting ERYC decision on applications commented on at or prior to the last meeting:  
▪ 23/01667/STVAR JZ Flowers International. Newport Buildings LLP – NPC Approved 

07.07.23. 
▪ 23/03823/STPLF Dianthus Business Park (Newport Buildings LLP). NPC Objected 

26.02.24 – Parking, Flood Risk Assessment, No details of waste and drainage 
provision, Pre-Application advice not available. 

▪ 24/02248/STOUT OUTLINE - Land North and East of Skilbeck Farm Main Road 
Newport HU15 2QS (Lovell Developments) – NPC Objected 27.08.24. Impact on 
walkers / horse riders, Impact on Biodiversity incl wildlife, hedges and drainage / 
increased flood risk.  

▪ 24/03162/CM Land North and South of Dryham Farm and East and West of 
Crosslands Lane to The North of Newport Road, North Cave. NPC Approved 
12.11.24. 

 
 
AB 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 



▪ 24/03134/STREM Land North of Main Road (Zematra UK Ltd). NPC Objected 
12.11.24. No information with regards to Flood Risk and Drainage. A Flood Risk 
Assessment (FRA) is required, as are surface and foul drainage (as previous 
conditions). 

Planning applications considered by the Parish Council since the last meeting: 
▪ 24/03135/PLF Installation of 36 ground mounted solar PV panels. Land South of St 

Stephens House 2 Main Road (Coppack) – NPC Approved 16.12.24. 
▪ 24/03599/PLF Erection of two storey extension to rear following demolition of 

existing extension - 18 CSW (Falkingham) - NPC Approved 24.12.24 
Other Planning matters 

▪ Derelict land adjacent to the Main Road Play Area. Report from H Taylor 
(Streetscene Enforcement) dated 15.11.24 considered. Further actions to be 
considered at the March meeting.  

▪ Land to the North of the derelict land on Canal Side West. Unregistered land which 
has been maintained by Newport Parish Council for at least 20 years. Application 
for first registration / adverse possession accepted. Reference YEA111503.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
  

2025/01/07 Clerk and Councillor Training    

 ▪ The clerk continues to attend training events available via ERNLLCA and Scribe. 
Cllrs encouraged to take advantage of the training opportunities available. 
ERNLLCA Newsletters information shared. 

▪ Training / Events attended (AB).  ERNLLCA Insurance and Indemnity Limits 13.11.24 
/ ERNLLCA Update and training event 05.12.24. / Exclusive Right of Burial 07.01.25  

▪ Training Planned (AB) - Scribe - Getting Ready for Year End 17.01.25 / The 
Procurement Act 2023: What Councils Need to Know 21.01.25 / Starting your new 
financial year in Scribe 22.01.25/ ERNLLCA - Cemetery Memorials 23.06.25.  

▪ Training events available – Talking Tables Event – Drax Sports and Social Club 21st 
March 2025 and ERNLLCA National Planning Policy Framework 5th February at 7pm 
Zoom. AB to provide further details for RB & GB. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
AB 

2025/01/08 Committee and Working Party Update 
▪ Events Working Party – Review of Christmas Lights 2024 / VE Day 80th Anniversary 

8th May 2025. 
▪ Further Key Projects 2024/25. 

 

 Christmas Lights 2024.  
- LC provided an update re the Christmas Event. Information to be provided re the 

invoice to be produced for the Kings Arms. 
- Cllrs confirmed that the 3 additional motifs in 2025 should be installed on lamp 

posts 26 (Just beyond the Crown and Anchor), 29 (between the MWC and Londis) 
and 36 by (At the end of Meadow Lane). 

- Outstanding actions to be resolved to finalise the 2024 display to be shared with 
LC, JL and Interactive Grottos.  

VE Day 80th Anniversary Thurs 8th May 2025 (And potentially VJ 80 15th August 2025) 
- Information shared from Bruno Peek (Pageant master) with regards to the 

proposed National Celebration including Lighting of Beacons and Lamp lights for 
peace at 9.30pm, the raising of unique VE Day flag at 9am, Bells 6.30pm, Fish and 
Chips, Celebration Cake, and where possible holding parties for celebration.  

- A new flag will be required for Meadow Lane.  
- LC agreed to prepare a plan for the event and share with Cllrs for consideration. 

 
LC 
 
AB 
 
 
AB, JL,  
LC 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LC 

2025/01/09 Policies and Procedures for review and approval     

 Cllrs received a link to the following documents via the Newport Parish Council website on 
07.01.25 for review. 

▪ DPA Policy and GDPR – Consent and Privacy Notices Review 
▪ Equality Policy 
▪ Emergency Plan 

Proposed: PP Seconded: LC Outcome: All Cllrs present confirmed the proposed documents. 
AB to upload the documents to the website. RB completed an update for Cllrs linked to the 
biodiversity policy. Further information to be shared at the joint meeting with Gilberdyke PC 

  
 
 
 
 
AB 
 
RB 



2025/01/10 Cllr updates and correspondence received for action    

 Correspondence for action 
▪ St Stephens Church – Request for attendees to meet to “Share our mutual 

interests of serving the community”. See the public forum update.    
▪ Minutes of the Newport Village Hall Annual Open Meeting previously shared.  
- CB invited to provide further information, with regards to the standing down of 

trustees at the Annual Trustees Meeting in Nov 2025. The hall is 98 years old. 
- Research shared by AB re the work completed by Gilberdyke PC in respect of the 

Memorial Hall, set up and ongoing costs, legal advice and support available. It is 
possible to have a custodian trustee to hold the property and act on the lawful 
direction of the VH Management committee or appoint the official custodian for 
charities as the custodian trustee. Newport PC could be the sole trustee providing 
the custodian trustee and a VH Management committee. Newport Parish Council is 
not obliged to take on the Village Hall trusteeship. 

- DO advised of work that is ongoing to recruit a group of new volunteers and 
agreed to report back on the progress made at the March meeting. 

▪ Village Sign Main Road (East) – Adjacent to Wallingfen Lodge damage. Mike 
Kendall has agreed to organise the repair. (WhatsApp 23.11.24) ERYC require a 
maintenance agreement / License. Sent to ERYC for amendment 06.12.24. 

Information to note (Previously provided to Cllrs). 
▪ Litter Bin damage – Pond footpath. P Coates authorised to repair.   
▪ Temporary Road Closure - Drain Lane & Landing Lane 20th Jan to 1st Feb 2025 
▪ Temporary Road Closure – Gadwell Close. 3rd to 7th March 2025 
▪ ERYC Community Governance Review – Confirmation to Cllrs 20.12.24. No changes. 
▪ Gilberdyke Landfill.  City Plant Limited (Gilberdyke Landfill) have gone into official 

receivership. The receiver has disowned the land, and it has passed to the Crown 
(Crown Estates). The company that manages the gas is a separate entity. The EA 
have been requested to inform Newport PC of any updates.   

▪ Annual rough sleeper snapshot submitted 23.11.24. 
▪ December and January Village and Play area inspections completed. 
▪ Vandalism at the Brickyard. P Coates tidied up – no further action recommended. 
▪ Environment Agency Update. There are no further updates regarding the wall near 

North America Farm. Current efforts are focused on the flood risks posed by the 
Humber estuary as there is currently a low flood risk at Newport itself.  We are still 
assessing and developing the capital maintenance scheme/s at Saltmarshe / 
Yokefleet as well as the remedial works planned for Market Weighton Lock. Both 
will be a year or more before we undertake any works on site, in the meantime 
we’ll be continuing to monitor assets including the walls at Newport. When works 
are scheduled, we will endeavour to provide information nearer the time.  
All incidents of flooding should be reported to the EA at the earliest opportunity on 
the national number, 03708 506 506, this will provide an official log number, and 
the appropriate actions can then be distributed.  

▪ 20mph speed limit trial confirmed locations. Newport has not been selected. The 
successful sites are as follows and will be delivered during the following periods: 
Hedon / Swanland 2024/25   Beeford / Flamborough 2025/26. There are two 
reserve schemes should there be an underspend: Wilberfoss / Patrington. 
Unsuccessful applicants are able to request a change in the speed limit through the 
Council’s Traffic Management Team. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DO 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

2025/01/11 Burials / Cemetery Update including. 
▪ Clerk Report and Finance report.   
▪ Cemetery Extension update   
▪ Cemetery Fees Review (Last April 2018) 

 

 ▪ Cemetery Accounts included in the Parish Council accounts.   
▪ Cemetery Extension update and potential consultant appointment. Cllrs previously 

resolved to defer the stage 1 investigation with CDS group until March 2025. Cllrs 
to advise of any further land in Newport Parish that may be suitable.    

   
Cllrs 
  
 



▪ Newport Cemetery Grass Cutting and Grounds Maintenance Contract 2025 
renewed with AMS Landscaping. Works completed - Cut the top and the sides of 
the conifers. Hedge to the far side of the Cemetery running along the Dyke and the 
noticeboard conifer. Complete.  

▪ Cllrs requested to allow an underground walled burial vault due to an adjoining 
plot reservation having not been requested for future burial at the time of burial. 
Extensive enquiries completed by AB re previous practice, cemetery rules, ICCM 
guidance and legal requirements. 

- No GERB required as existing EROB. The Newport Cemetery Internment fee would 
be charged.  The cost of the grave digging, construction work, cost associated with 
the installation of a vault will be paid by the Exclusive Right of Burial holder. 

- Dominic Boynton (ERYC) confirmed that the vault must be airtight to prevent any 
escape of gases. The top must be strong enough to withhold the weight of the 
soil/people/grass cutting machinery above so as not to collapse. 

Cllrs resolved to approve the following actions: - 
- The family to be invited to immediately accept Plot P33 for the future internment. 
- Permission to be granted for a burial vault to be built upon the death of the spouse 

of the previously interned relative at the expense of the current GERB owner. Ref 
479 20.02.20. 

- Permission refused for an exhumation due to the potential impact on adjoining 
graves and the length of time since internment (5 years). 

- Proposed: GB Seconded: SE Outcome: All Councillors accepted and voted in favour 
of granting permission for the construction of the burial vault. Cemetery rules to 
be updated. 

▪ GERB ownership dispute. Ref 561 21.05.24. Advised by M Cawley (ICCM Deputy 
CEO) that any person may purchase a GERB for another person and they take 
ownership of the plot at that time. There is no requirement to consider the 
deceased’s will. It is only possible to transfer ownership with the permission of the 
GERB owner. If the executor wishes to proceed with the assignment of the right of 
burial, they must write to the current owners of the Exclusive Rights of Burial, 
requesting the assignment. Cllrs noted the advice provided. 

▪ Cemetery Fees review.  
- Last increase of 10% in April 2018. Cllrs requested additional information re 

comparative fees charged by local burial authorities for consideration at the March 
meeting.  

- Many Cemeteries are choosing not to allow advance plot reservations and on the 
death of one spouse only allow a reservation for the remaining spouse / partner. In 
2024 a total of 15 reservations where made which may not be used for many 
years.  

- Ongoing application for a Grant Exclusive Right of Burial reservation for a non-
resident. Non-resident fee to be charged. Ref SS Provisionally 575. Cllrs confirmed 
that as the application was made prior to today’s meeting the agreement should 
be honoured. 

- Proposed: GB Seconded: HR Outcome: Cllrs resolved to remove the option to 
reserve a burial plot until the death of a partner / spouse and not allow multiple 
reservations for other family members. Cllrs resolved to allow the currently 
ongoing application detailed above.  8 Cllr voted in favour of the proposals with 1 
Cllr voting against. Cemetery rules to be updated. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
AB 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
AB 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
AB 

2025/01/12 Finance – to agree payments in accordance with the budget. 
▪ Financial report for November and December 2024. 
▪ To approve schedule of payments and payments requiring preauthorisation for 

payment  
▪ To consider and approve the Annual Budget for 2025/26 in line with the 

recommendations from the Finance Working Group. 
▪ To consider and approve the Precept for 2025/26 in line with the 

recommendations from the Finance Working group and submit the demand to 
ERYC. 

 



▪ Grant applications for consideration 

 ▪ Financial report for November and December 2024 forwarded to Cllrs. SM review 
and sign off complete 14.01.25. 

▪ To approve schedule of payments for January 2025 and payments requiring 
preauthorisation for payment – See appendix 1 and information below. 

▪ JP to complete a review of the November and December accounts.   
▪ Clerk – Hours completed (Including holiday hrs). November 24 - 60 / December 24 

– 60 and monthly expenses.   
▪ Finance Working Group Budget Planning 2025/26 meeting completed 10.12.24. 
▪ Financial information provided pre meeting to support the Council in setting the 

precept including a budget forecast and precept planning data.   
▪ The final ERYC 2025/26 tax base for Newport Parish Council is 506.30 Band D 

equivalent properties. An increase of 0.68% (As per the ERYC precept calculator). 
▪ Precept demand considered and approved at £38,000 for 2025/26 which is 

unchanged since 2023/24 and £2,000 less than 2022/23. The Council have been 
able to maintain the precept at this level due to careful budget control.  Details of 
the precept demand to be publicised on the website.  

▪ Replacement Ink cartridges – HP Printer (AB) (Circa £190 + VAT)  
▪ Clerk Risk Assessment for Home Working - Replacement chair approved (Circa £90 

incl VAT) / Eye Test to be completed.   
▪ Cllrs resolved to approve the accounts, schedule of payments, budget / precept 

demand and proposed expenditure. Proposed: JP Seconded: GB Outcome: All 
Councillors accepted and voted in favour of the above points. 

▪ Grant applications 
- Men in Sheds. See the information in the public participation comments. CN 

previously advised the set-up costs based on previous shed set-up costs are 
between £2K and £2.5K. This is made up of Insurance £700 (dependant on area 
weighting) / Rent usually between £50 to £100 pw depending on size of site and 
facilities / Energy costs around £50 pw based on other sheds consumption / costs 
associated with lease set-up / shed mobile phone / advertising. 
Cllrs resolved to approve and ring fence a  grant of £1,000 subject to a bank 
account being opened in the name of the shed, the shed being formally register 
with the Humber Men in Sheds Alliance, confirmation of the trustees names, detail 
of how the shed will benefit Newport residents (As this payment will be S137), 
confirm the charity number, and the purchase of the shed being agreed. The 
requirements must be met and funds requested by 15.03.25. Proposed: RB 
Seconded: GB Outcome: All Councillors accepted and voted in favour of the above 
application except for LC who abstained. 

▪ Goole Go far Community Transport. Cllrs considered the application and resolved 
to approve a grant of £200.  Proposed: DO Seconded: RB Outcome: All Councillors 
accepted and voted in favour of the above application. 

 
 
 
 
JP 
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AB 
AB 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
AB 
 
AB 

2025/01/13 Newport Newsletter update    

 ▪ The next edition scheduled for March 2025.  
▪ Karen Dwane will edit the newsletter, which will be limited to 8 pages.  

 
LC 

 Next Meeting: Tues 11th March 2025 – Newport Primary School at 7pm – Hall Entrance.    

 Meeting closed at 8.48pm  

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Appendix 1 – Finance. Summary of payment and receipts – November (HSBC Community Account) 
 

 
 
Finance. Summary of payment and receipts – December (HSBC Community Account) 
 

 
 

Email: clerk@newportpc.org.uk  

Minutes of an Ordinary meeting of Newport Parish Council 

Minutes of the meeting held on 11th March 2025 in Newport Primary School. 

Payments made pre authorised 

Date Description Payment Made Receipts

   

11.11.24 HSBC Banking Charges   £8.00  

29.11.24 NPC Clerk Business Line - Giff Gaff £6.00

30.11.24 ERNLLCA Training Day 05.12.24 £25.00

22.11.24 HM Land Registry - YEA111503 £85.00

Payments made to be retrospectively authorised

01.11.24 Postage Stamps £6.80

13.11.24 Clerk - Meeting / Travel Expenses £15.75

30.11.24 Lighting and Sounds - Christmas Testing £156  

30.11.24 Website Management £40

30.11.24 Cemetery Maintenance - Nov  24 £440

30.11.24 Churchyard and General Maintenance  Nov 24 £1,152

29.11.24 Staff Salaries - November  £1,335.60

29.11.24 HMRC - NI and Income Tax   £235.85

Receipts to be noted

05.11.24 GERB Reservation Fee £540

05.11.24 GERB Reservation Fee £540

30.11.24 Memorial Fee  £155

30.11.24 Memorial Fee £110

Payments made pre authorised 

Date Description Payment Made Receipts

03.12.24 Smith of Derby - Memorial Clock £3,000

04.12.24 Smith of Derby - Memorial Clock £1,996.08

12.12.24 HSBC Banking Charges   £8.00  

13.12.24 Lodge Landscapes - Christmas Trees £852.00

27.12.24 NPC Clerk Business Line - Giff Gaff £6.00

Payments made to be retrospectively authorised

03.12.24 Printer Paper £21.99

06.12.24 Data Protection Registration Fee £35.00

11.12.24 Bus Shelter Cleaning £192.00

30.12.24 Clerk - Meeting / Travel Expenses £52.20

30.12.24 Festive and General Maintenance  Nov 24 £424.80

31.12.24 HMRC - NI and Income Tax  Ref 2509 £107.16

31.12.24 Staff Salaries - December Pay  £1,114.06

Receipts to be noted  

 

02.12.24 Internment  Fee  £490

02.12.24 Memorial Fee  £110

06.12.24 Internment  Fee  £490

18.12.24 Memorial Fee  £155

19.12.24 Internment Fee and GERB / Res  £1,030

mailto:clerk@newportpc.org.uk


Members Present: Cllr S Mansell – Chairperson, Cllr H Robinson – Vice Chairperson, 
Cllr D O’Connell, Cllr G Bate, Cllr L Cressey, Cllr S Elliott (Joined the meeting after the 
public participation at 7.15pm)  

Meeting Clerk: Alan Barker  

Others in attendance: Mr S Clarke   

Minutes 

1. Apologies 
The following Members were absent from the meeting: RESOLVED: Cllr G Shields, 
Cllr P Pettit, Cllr J Preston, Cllr R Bate, Ward Cllr V Aitken reason for absence 
agreed. 
 

2. Declarations of interest 
The following declarations of Interest were made. Non-Pecuniary - St Stephens 
Church / Gilberdyke and Newport Men in Sheds – Cllr Cressey. A dispensation 
application agreed for Cllr Cressey to provide updates re both projects. 

 
3. Public participation 

A period of up to 15 minutes for members of the public to make statements or ask 
questions about business on the agenda. Each member of the public may only 
speak once and for no longer than 3 minutes. 
- S Clarke provided an update re the progress being made in respect of the 

Newport Village Hall Management, Finances, Usage, Events and Trustees. 
Nominations required for the positions of Trustee, Secretary, Chair and 
Treasurer. Cllr O’Connell is working with a group of interested parties and will 
report back at the May meeting re progress.  
 

4. Minutes of the meeting held on 14th January 2025. 
Cllr Robinson proposed, seconded by Cllr Elliott, that the minutes be accepted as 
a true and accurate record of the meeting. 
RESOLVED: The minutes were approved as a true and accurate record. 
 

5.       Newport Parish Community Projects and Parish Matters. Supporting 
documents available via meeting papers link – Ref 2025 03 05 

▪ Newport Village Green and Play Area extension including Grant application 
update. Cllrs noted the information provided. Lead Officer – A Barker 

▪ Play Area Inspection report and emergency repair work. Cllrs ratified the 
actions and expenditure. See Agenda Item 12. Lead Officers – A Barker.  

▪ Newport and Gilberdyke Parish Councils working group. Lead Officer – Cllr 
Cressey. Next meeting confirmed for 15th April 2025 at 7pm. A Barker to 
circulate an invite to Cllrs and Gilberdyke Parish Council. 



▪ Main Road Parking / Road Access / Londis Parking Restriction. Resident 
update provided 11.03.25. Lead Officer - A Barker.   

▪ Anti-Social behaviour at the Brickyard Pond / Play area. Cllr Robinson 
proposed, seconded by Cllr Elliott, that the clerk be mandated to manage 
future interaction with the Hull & District Angling Association (HDAA). 
RESOLVED: To request A Barker to continue correspondence with the HDAA 
and report on the land ownership and planning records for the Brickyard Play 
area ref Antisocial behaviour and ownership of the land adjacent to 45 Canal 
Side West. Lead Officer – A Barker.   

6.       To consider planning applications received and note planning decisions. 
            Lead Officer - A Barker. Supporting documents available via meeting papers link –  
            Ref 2025 03 06 and https://newportpc.org.uk/planning-applications/  

▪ Cllrs resolved to take no further actions at this time.  
 
7.       Clerk and Councillor Training update. Lead Officer - A Barker 
           Supporting documents available via meeting papers link – Ref 2025 03 07 

▪ Cllr R Bate and Cllr G Bate attending the Talking Tables Event at Drax Sports 
and Social Club on Friday 21st March 2025.   

▪ Cllrs resolved that A Barker should attend the Finance Essential Training 
session on 31st March 2025. Cllrs ratified the attendance and expenditure. 
See Agenda Item 12. 

▪ Further National Planning Policy Framework training is available May 2025. 
 
8.       Working Party Update.   Supporting documents available via meeting papers link  
           Ref 2025 03 08 
Christmas Lights 2024 (Events Working Party). Lead Officers – Cllr Cressey, Cllr 
Lamming, A Barker. 

- A Barker requested to produce an invoice for £75 for the sponsorship of the 
Christmas Lights by the Kings Arms.  

- Details provided to Cllr Cressey of the outstanding information and invoice 
required from Interactive Grottos for action.  

- Cllr Cressey confirmed the ITSL extension lead is permanently installed on the 
Canal bridge.  

Christmas Lights 2025 (Events Working Party). Lead Officers – Cllr Cressey, Cllr 
Lamming and A Barker. 

- Cllrs resolved to approve the Christmas Lights plan to include the addition of 3 
additional lamp post motifs (in line with the 2024 plan) with a budget of circa 
£5,000 + VAT. 

VE Day 80th Anniversary Thursday 8th May 2025. Lead Officer – Cllr Cressey. 
- Friday 9th May – Newport Primary School Pupils – Evacuee event. Cllrs Cressey 

and O’Connell to lead. 
- Saturday 10th May 2025. Cllr Cressey to lead the project. Afternoon and Evening 

VE80 celebration event for residents. Entry to be free of charge with residents 
able to bring their own refreshments and purchase fish and chips from a mobile 
shop. 

https://newportpc.org.uk/planning-applications/


- Budget agreed (Subject to an ERYC - VE & VJ Day 80th Anniversary Community 
Fund Grant of £500 being secured and a contribution of £250 from Newport 
Parish Council). 

➢ VE80 Anniversary Scarecrow competition - £100 allocated for prizes 
(Judging to take place on Saturday 10th May 2025). 

➢ Music for the celebration event – Budget £500 
➢ Food and Refreshments – Budget £150 

Cllrs ratified the plans and expenditure for Christmas 2024 / 2025 and the VE80 
Celebrations. See Agenda Item 12. 
 
9.       Policies and Procedures for review and approval.  Lead Officer - A Barker  
          Supporting Documents: https://newportpc.org.uk/polices-orders/.  

▪ Risk Assessment   
▪ Cemetery and Closed Churchyard Risk Assessment   
▪ Social Media Policy   
▪ Internal Control Systems   

Cllr Robinson proposed, seconded by Cllr Cressey that the Risk Assessment be 
updated in line with the ERNLLCA recommended model, and the 3 further policies be 
unchanged. RESOLVED: Cllrs resolved to review and accept the recommendations.   

10.     Cllr updates and correspondence received for action including Newport 
Village Hall Trusteeship and agreement to the Clerk Annual Review meeting. Lead 
Officers – All Cllrs / A Barker. Supporting documents available via meeting papers link – 
Ref 2025 03 10 

▪ Clerk Annual Review meeting – Cllrs O’Connell and Shields invited to conduct 
the review on Tues 25th Match 2025 at 4.30pm at Newport Primary School. 

▪ The Environment Agency have not provided an update for this meeting. 
▪ North Marham to High Marham. National Grid Upgrade information considered. 
▪ Information shared with regards to the research completed ref the gov.uk 

website. Information requested from UK Government backed “Parish Helpers” 
team. Roger Downie has confirmed the Newport website meets website 
accessibility requirements. Statement updated. 
https://newportpc.org.uk/accessibility-statement/  

▪ Update provided re the fibre installations in Newport by Quickline. 
 

 
11.     Burials / Cemetery Update including. Supporting documents available via 
meeting papers link – Ref 2025 03 11. Lead Officers – All Cllrs / A Barker. 

▪ Clerk Report and Finance report. Lead Officer - A Barker   
▪ Cemetery Extension update. Lead Officers – All Cllrs / A Barker 

Due to the current water table level Cllrs resolved to defer any exploratory 
work for 12 months.   

▪ Cemetery Fees Review (Last April 2018). Cllrs considered the financial 
information provided 15th January 2025, including comparative fees 
charged by local Cemeteries. Proposed changes: - 

               Non-Resident Burial - £750 (Currently £490) 

https://newportpc.org.uk/polices-orders/
https://newportpc.org.uk/accessibility-statement/


               Newport Resident Exclusive Right of Burial - £180 (Currently £135) 
               Non-Resident Exclusive Right of Burial - £500 (Currently £270) 

                              All other fees to remain unchanged. 
 

Cllr Cressey proposed, seconded by Cllr O’Connell that three Cemetery fees are 
increased following the review of fees charged. RESOLVED: Cllrs resolved to 
increase the fees with effect from 1st April 2025. 
 
12.       Finance – to agree payments in accordance with the budget. Supporting 
documents available via meeting papers link – Ref 2025 03 12 

▪ Financial report for January and February 2025. Lead Officer - A Barker   
▪ To approve schedule of payments and payments requiring preauthorisation for 

payment. Lead Officers – All Cllrs / A Barker. 
- Scribe Accounts and Cemetery Annual renewal – £331.20 and £414.72 incl VAT. 
- Microsoft 365 Annual renewal - £104.99 inc VAT. 
- S Goddard - Bus Shelter Cleaning to 28.02.25 - £96. 
- ERNLLCA - Talking Tables event RB / GB on 21.03.25 - £96 incl VAT. 
- ERNLLCA – Clerk Finance Essential Training session on 31.03.25 - £55 + VAT. 
- VE80 Celebrations – Budget of £750 (net of VAT). Grant to be applied from ERYC - 

VE & VJ Day 80th Anniversary Community Fund. 
- Christmas Lights plan 2025 (in line with the 2024 plan) with anticipated 

expenditure of circa £5,000 + VAT. 
- Interactive Grottos - Cllr Cressey to request the outstanding invoice. £460 + VAT.  
- Play Area Repairs – Team Sport and Play appointment ratified. £358 + VAT. 
- Invoice for £75 for the sponsorship of the Christmas Lights by the Kings Arms to 

be produced – A Barker for Cllr Cressey. 
- New Union Jack Flag for the Meadow Lane Flagpole (HFC) - £128.80 inc VAT.  
- Grant application. Due to the conditions for payment not having been met and 

the impending Newport Parish Council Financial Year end, it will not be possible 
to make the payment in the current Financial Year to the Men in Sheds group. The 
group will be invited to resubmit the application in 2025/26 financial year. 

Cllr Robinson proposed, seconded by Cllr G Bate that the accounts be ratified and the 
listed expenditure be approved. RESOLVED: Cllrs approved all actions and payments as 
detailed. 
 
13.       Newport Newsletter – February / March 2025. Lead Officer – Cllr Cressey   
              Supporting Document https://newportpc.org.uk/newport-parish-council/ 

▪ Cllr Cressey distributed the newsletter for delivery. Consideration to be given for 
the delivery of future editions. 
 

14.       Date of the next meeting 

RESOLVED: Noted that the next meeting scheduled meeting of Newport Parish 
Council will be held on 13th May 2025, commencing at 7pm, in the Newport 
Primary School. On this date the Annual Parish Meeting will also be held 
commencing at 6pm.   

https://newportpc.org.uk/newport-parish-council/


 

Meeting started 7pm and closed 8.10pm 

Published on 24th March 2025 – Draft / Final 13th May 2025. 

To be completed by the person presiding at the meeting where the minutes are adopted. 

Signed:   ……………………………………………. 

Print Name:  ……………………………………………. 

Print Position: ……………………………………………. 

Date:     ……………………………………………. 

 

Email: clerk@newportpc.org.uk  

Minutes of an Annual Council meeting of Newport Parish Council 

Minutes of the meeting held on 13th May 2025 in Newport Primary School. 

Members Present: Cllr S Mansell – Chair, Cllr H Robinson – Vice Chair, Cllr O’Connell, Cllr G Bate, Cllr 

Cressey, Cllr Elliott, Cllr Pettit, Cllr R Bate, Cllr Lamming 

Meeting Clerk: Alan Barker  

Others in attendance: None   

Public participation 

A period of up to 15 minutes for members of the public to make statements or ask questions about 

business on the agenda. Each member of the public may only speak once and for no longer than 3 

minutes. 

Minutes 

2025/05/01 The following Members were absent from the meeting: Cllr Shields, Cllr 
Preston, ERYC Cllr V Aitken RESOLVED: reason for absence agreed. 

 

2025/05/02 Election of Chair and Vice Chair of the Council and acceptance of office.   
Cllr Elliott proposed, seconded by Cllr G Bate that Cllr Mansell be requested to 
undertake the post of Chair for the next 12 months.  
Cllr Cressey proposed, seconded by Cllr G Bate that Cllr Robinson be requested 
to undertake the post of Vice Chair for the next 12 months.  
Resolved: All Councillors voted in favour of the appointments. 
Acceptances of office to be submitted to ERYC Democratic Services and added 
to the Newport Parish website.    

 
 
 
 
 
 
AB 

2025/05/03 Declarations of interest 
The following declarations of Interest were made. Non-Pecuniary - St 
Stephens Church / Gilberdyke and Newport Men in Sheds – Cllr Cressey. A 
dispensation application agreed for Cllr Cressey to provide updates. 

 
 
 
 

2025/05/04 To receive the Chairman’s annual report. Lead Officer – Cllr S Mansell. 
Cllr Mansell presented the Annual Report to the Annual Parish Meeting, and it 
is reproduced in Appendix 1.   

 

mailto:clerk@newportpc.org.uk


2025/05/05 Annual Accounts and Internal Auditors Report. To consider and approve the 
Annual Governance Statement 2024/25. The Parish Cllrs received by E Mail 
on 06.05.25 the Annual Return Assertions Proforma, along with the report to 
Cllrs produced by the Internal Auditor (B Brookes) and the Annual Governance 
and Accountability Return 2024/25. Review of the effectiveness of the system 
of internal control completed.  Cllr Pettit proposed, seconded by Cllr Lamming 
that the Annual Internal Auditors report should be received and noted along 
with the system of internal control before approving the Annual Governance 
Statement and Annual accounts 2024/25. Resolved: The Annual Internal 
Auditors report received and noted along with the system of internal control 
before approving the Annual Governance Statement 2024/25.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
AB 

2025/05/06 Approval of the Annual Accounting Statement 2024/25. Review of the 
Annual Accounting Statement including supporting documentation 
completed. Cllr Cressey proposed, seconded by Cllr Elliott that the Annual 
Accounting Statements 2024/25 and the period of public rights be approved. 
Resolved: The Annual Accounting Statements 2024/25 and the period of 
public rights approved. The dates set for the period of exercise of public rights 
commences on 3rd June 2025 and ends on 14th July 2025. During this period 
the Annual Governance Statement and Accounting Statements for 2024/25 
will be available to view on the Parish noticeboards and the website.  

 

 

 

 

 

AB 

2025/05/07 Minutes of the meeting held on 11th March 2025. Cllr Robinson proposed, 
seconded by Cllr G Bate that the minutes be accepted as a true and accurate 
record of the meeting. RESOLVED: The minutes approved as a true and 
accurate record. 

 
 
 
AB 

2025/05/08 Receipt of the last minutes of the Personnel Working Party. Consideration of 
the recommendations, delegation arrangements and terms of reference of 
the committees and working parties. To receive and note the following 
Working Group minutes.    

▪ Personnel Working Party meeting held 25.03.25. Consideration of the 
recommendations, delegation arrangements and terms of reference 
of the Personnel Working Party completed.  

▪ Christmas Lights 2024 and 2025 (Events Working Party). The increased 
number of lamp post motifs ratified. Cllrs approved the 
recommendation to take no further action with regards to the 
outstanding invoice and information from Interactive Grottos. 

▪ VE Day 80th Anniversary Thursday 8th May 2025 update. Cllrs 
considered and approved the ERYC grant claim submission which will 
include the purchase of VJ 80 Day lamp post motifs with the balance 
of the grant funds to commemorate VJ 80 Day on 15th August.  

▪ Cllr G Bate proposed, seconded by Cllr Lamming that the planned 
actions and expenditure be approved for the Christmas Lights 2025 / 
Christmas 2024 and the VE / VJ Day 80 expenditure be ratified. 
RESOLVED: The planned expenditure and actions approved for the 
Christmas Lights 2025 of circa £5,000 / Christmas 2024 and the 
revised VE and VJ Day 80 expenditure ratified.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
AB 

2025/05/09 To consider and approve the appointment of members to existing 
committees and working groups. Cllrs reviewed the membership of existing 
committees / working groups. A chair for each working group meeting to be 
appointed at any meeting from one of the attendees.  

▪ Personnel Committee – Cllr Shields, Cllr O’Connell, Cllr R Bate, Cllr 
Mansell. Chair – Cllr Shields, 

 



▪ Burial Working Group – Cllr R Bate, Cllr Pettit, Cllr Elliot, Cllr Cressey  
▪ Events Working Group – Cllr Cressey, Cllr O’Connell, Cllr Elliot, Cllr 

Lamming, Cllr Pettit.     
▪ Finance Working Group – Cllr R Bate, Cllr Shields, Cllr G Bate, Cllr 

Preston.   
▪ Social Media Working Group – Cllr Pettit, Cllr Preston, Cllr O’Connell. 
▪ Play Area Development Working Group – Cllr O’Connell, Cllr Robinson, 

Cllr Elliot, Cllr Shields, Cllr Mansell. 
Cllr R Bate proposed, seconded by Cllr G Bate, that the membership of the 
existing committees and working groups be updated as above. RESOLVED: The 
membership of the existing committees and working groups updated. 

2025/05/10 To consider and approve the appointment of any new committees in 
accordance with standing order 4. No changes to the personnel committee or 
working parties proposed. Next review of the composition of the committees 
and working parties to be completed at the Annual Council Meeting May 2026 

 

2025/05/11 To consider, review and adopt appropriate standing orders and financial 
regulations; Cllrs received the following documents by email on 06.05.25 
review. Cllr R Bate proposed, seconded by Cllr Pettit that the updated 
Financial Regulations and Standing Orders be adopted. RESOLVED: The 
updated Financial Regulations and Standing Orders adopted. 

 

 

AB 

2025/05/12 Finances –To consider and approve payments and income for the period in 
accordance with the budget. To consider and approve the bank 
reconciliation. 

▪ Financial report for March and April 2025.  
▪ To approve schedule of payments and payments requiring 

preauthorisation for payment, including the clerk’s hours worked. 
▪ Newport Cemetery Maintenance - Transfer of £2,500. 

Cllr Elliott proposed, seconded by Cllr O’Connell that the accounts be ratified 
and the expenditure be approved. RESOLVED: Cllrs approved all actions and 
payments as detailed. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
AB 

2025/05/13 To consider and approve any arrangements, including any charters and 
agency agreements, with other local authorities and review of contributions 
made to expenditure incurred by other local authorities; Environment 
Agency Fishing Rights. No changes proposed. 

 

2025/05/14 To consider and approve representation on or work with external bodies and 
arrangements for reporting back; External bodies include ERYC, East Riding 
Local Councils Network, NALC, ICCM, ICO, Newport and Gilberdyke Parish 
Councils working group, St Stephens Church and ERNLLCA. HR to continue as 
the ERNLLCA representative. 
Cllr R Bate proposed, seconded by Cllr Cressey that the representation on or 
work with external bodies and arrangements for reporting back be updated. 
RESOLVED: Cllrs approved the updates as detailed 

 

2025/05/15 To consider and approve the inventory of land and assets including buildings 
and office equipment; Asset register updated 31.03.25 and formally signed off 
by Cllr Mansell 13.05.25. Updated version included with the Annual Audit. 
Asset register and Registry of Land to be added to the website.  Cllr Pettit 
proposed, seconded by Cllr Robinson that the land and asset registry be 
approved. RESOLVED The land and asset registry be approved. 

 
 
 
AB 

2025/05/16 Confirmation of arrangements for insurance cover in respect of all insured 
risks; Review of the Insurance cover completed July 2024. Risk Assessment 

 



and Management along with the Financial Risk Assessment updated annually 
and included with the annual audit documentation. No changes proposed. 

2025/05/17 To consider and approve the council’s and/or staff subscriptions to other 
bodies; Information provided with no changes proposed. Cllr Robinson 
proposed, seconded by Cllr G Bate to renew the ERNLLCA subscription. 
RESOLVED: To renew the ERNLLCA subscription. 

 

 

AB 

2025/05/18 To consider and review the council’s complaints procedure, Health and 
Safety Policy and Anti-Harassment and Bullying Policy. Confirmation of all 
policies and procedures as per the Newport Parish Council website.  
Cllr O’Connell proposed, seconded by Cllr Cressey that the Complaints and 
Health and Safety policies be renewed with no changes and the Anti-
Harassment and Bullying Policy be adopted RESOLVED: The Complaints and 
Health and Safety policies renewed with no changes and the Anti-Harassment 
and Bullying Policy adopted. 

 
 
 
 
 
AB 

2025/05/19 Determining the time and place of ordinary meetings of the full council up to 
and including the next annual meeting of full council. 13th January 2026, 9th 
March 2026, 12th May 2026, 14th July 2026, 8th September 2026, 10th 
November 2026. Cllr Robinson proposed, seconded by Cllr G Bate that the 
proposed dates be approved. RESOLVED: The Council Meeting dates 
approved.  

 
 
 
 
AB 

2025/05/20 To consider planning applications received and note planning decisions. Lead 
Officer - A Barker. Supporting documents provided via meeting papers link –  
 Ref 2025 05 20 and https://newportpc.org.uk/planning-applications/  

▪ Brickworks Land YEA14645 Land Charges Search application  
▪ Village Green YEA111503. Land Charges Search application   

In respect of both applications Cllr R Bate proposed, seconded by Cllr 
Robinson that an application be submitted to HM Land Registry (Form K15) to 
support the application for registration and proof of title RESOLVED: Cllrs 
resolved to approve both applications and payment of the fees (£28 and £14)   

 
 
 
 
 
 
AB 

2025/05/21 Cllr and Clerk updates and correspondence received for action and to note.  
 
Newport Village Hall Trusteeship. Cllr O’Connell confirmed there is lots of 
interest in the project. The current systems in place need to be updated. 
Further update to be provided at the July meeting. 
 
Village Inspection and Anti-Social behaviour at the Brickyard Pond / Play 
area. A Barker provided an update. See also the updated provided by 
Humberside Police and Emily Clements at the Annual Parish Meeting. 
 
Newport Village Green and Play Area extension including Grant application 
update. Cllrs to approve the payment schedule to Team Sport and Play and 
transfer of monies from the Nationwide to HSBC account to facilitate 
payments prior to receipt of the grant payment from FCC Communities and Do 
it for East Yorkshire.  Cllr Elliott proposed, seconded by Cllr O’Connell that the 
deposit payment of £12,052.32 by cheque be made to Team Sport and Play 
and a withdrawal application from Nationwide of £50,0000 be approved. 
RESOLVED: Cllrs approved the deposit payment of £12,052.32 by cheque to 
Team Sport and Play and a withdrawal application of £50,0000 from the 
Nationwide. 
 

 
 
 
DO 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
AB 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://newportpc.org.uk/planning-applications/


St Stephens Church, Newport and Gilberdyke Parish Councils working group. 
Cllr Cressey confirmed that the St Stephens Church AGM details and the next 
meeting of the Newport and Gilberdyke Parish Councils working group will be 
published shortly. 
 
Main Road Parking / Road Access / Londis Parking Restriction. A Barker 
shared details of correspondence with Emily Mounsor ERYC Senior Engineer 
Traffic Management. Following feedback from residents’ further information 
requested.   
 
Clerk and Councillor Training update. A Barker encouraged Cllrs to participate 
in the training available via ERNLLCA.  
 
Gov.uk website. A Barker provided further information following attendance 
at the Parish Helper webinar on the 9th April 2025. Cllrs resolved to take no 
further action at this time.      
 
Burials / Cemetery Update. A Barker provided an update with regards to 
cemetery matters, including Finance, Cemetery ground conditions (Ref 
Extension)   
 
Newport Newsletter – March 2025. Next newsletter to be planned in 
September for November / December distribution by the Post Office. 
Supporting Document https://newportpc.org.uk/newport-parish-council/ 

LC 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LC 

2025/05/22 Agenda items of a confidential nature. Maintenance contract review & 
Review of clerk’s terms and conditions. To consider resolving to exclude the 
press and public for consideration of the next items due to the confidential 
nature or special reason of the business about to be transacted. 
Cllr Elliott proposed, seconded by Cllr O’Connell that the revised terms 
requested by the contractor be approved. No changes to the clerk’s terms and 
conditions proposed.  RESOLVED: Cllrs resolved to approve the revised terms 
requested by the contractor. No changes to the clerk’s terms and conditions 

 

2025/05/23 RESOLVED: Noted that the next meeting scheduled meeting of Newport Parish 
Council will be held on 8th July 2025, commencing at 7pm, in the Newport 
Primary School.     

 

 

Appendix 1 – Newport Parish Council Chairs Annual Report 2024-2025 
 
Good evening and thank you all for attending. 
 
I’m pleased to report that the Parish Council remains fully constituted, and we’ve maintained good continuity 
with our team of councillors. All scheduled Parish Council meetings have taken place over the past year, with 
full council meetings held bi-monthly.  
 
Alan, our Parish Clerk, continues to provide excellent support by circulating weekly updates to councillors, 
including any planning matters. Alan ensures the required notice for our meetings is published via the parish 
noticeboard (near Londis) and our website. 
 
Since May 2024, we have been consulted on 15 planning applications. The Parish Council objected to 2, 
approved 13. 
 

https://newportpc.org.uk/newport-parish-council/


Our monthly finances are audited by one of our parish councillors, who works professionally in finance (thank 
you Councillor Preston), and are signed off by me as Chair on a bi-monthly basis. In addition, they are subject 
to internal and external audit annually to ensure full compliance. This year, we have invested parish funds in 
several areas including dog bin consumables, festive lights, bus shelter maintenance, Christmas trees, and 
Remembrance Day. 
 
During 2024/25, we awarded grants to several local organisations, including Newport Primary School to 
purchase materials for the work being completed by the Community Payback team and the Goole Go Far bus 
service to support the work of this essential bus service. 
 
The work on the Methodist Church Memorial Clock has been completed thanks to the grant from the 
Community Ownership Fund. Thank you to Councillor Bates for overseeing the work. 
 
For VE 80 day, we secured a small grant from ERYC to support commemorative activities. A flag has been raised 
in the village and Newport Primary School held an Evacuee Event last week, with the staff and children dressing 
in red, white and blue colours and serving afternoon tea. A huge thank you to Councillor O’Connell for 
organising this event. 
Due to careful financial planning, for the third year running, the Parish Council did not increase its precept, in 
recognition of the pressures on household finances. Unfortunately, East Riding Council has continued to 
increase its portion of council tax to meet its costs. We are excited to see what our new Mayor Luke Campbell 
with bring to the combined authorities of East Riding and Hull through the devolution deal. 
 
A key long-term focus remains the improvement of the Main Road Play Area. As confirmed in the last Parish 
update the land is now wholly owned by Newport Parish Council. For 2025/26, around £50,000 (Plus VAT) has 
been allocated to install new equipment, funded by Newport Parish Council and grants from the FCC 
Communities Fund and ERYC Do it for East Yorkshire. To clarify the money secured via grants is specifically for 
the development of an expanded inclusive play space and cannot legally be spent any other way. On social 
media a small number of parishioners suggested the whole amount should be donated to Goole Hospital, 
however, this is not an option for the grant funding, and we are pleased to be contributing to developing safe 
places for our local children to play and thrive. 
 
Grass cutting around the village and churchyard has continued, and we are proud to support our environment 
through regular maintenance. We were also pleased to welcome again the services of the Community Payback 
team, who carried out valuable painting and general maintenance work in the village. 
 
The Parish Council also continues to work with the Market Weighton Canal Trail project and is committed to 
maintaining the information boards, fingerposts, and picnic table as part of our contribution to this valued local 
amenity. 
 
We continue to communicate messages on the Parish board (near Londis), through our, website, social media 
and our door-to-door newsletters. Thank you to Councillor Cressey and Councillor Pettit for your support in 
organising these communications, and to Councillors for posting the newsletters especially to Councillors 
Lamming and Councillor Robinson who must have walked miles! 
 
As always, I want to thank all our councillors for their continued commitment, our Councillors are all 
volunteers, who give their time freely and are committed to supporting our community. In addition, the 
Councillors would like to publicly thank Alan, whose dedication behind the scenes keeps everything running 
smoothly. 
 
Finally, I would like to encourage more residents to attend our Parish Council meetings, even if only for the 
open session. It’s a valuable opportunity to share your ideas and aspirations for a better village, and we would 
welcome your voices. 

 

Meeting started 7pm and closed 8.10pm 

Published on 19th May 2025 - Draft.  



To be completed by the person presiding at the meeting where the minutes are adopted. 

Signed:   

Print Name: 

Print Position: 

Date:    

 

Email: clerk@newportpc.org.uk  

Minutes of a Council meeting of Newport Parish Council 

Minutes of the meeting held on 8th July 2025 in Newport Primary School. 

Members Present: Cllr H Robinson – Vice Chair, Cllr O’Connell, Cllr Lamming, Cllr Shields,  

Meeting Clerk: Alan Barker  

Others in attendance:  J Hawley, 

Public participation 

A period of up to 15 minutes for members of the public to make statements or ask questions about 

business on the agenda. Each member of the public may only speak once and for no longer than 3 

minutes. 

J Hawley shared information with regards to the plans for the current White Horse Inn in Gilberdyke 

and invited Cllrs to ask questions. Hawley’s auctioneers and valuers have submitted planning 

permission for change of use. The auction room would be on the ground floor with offices on the 

first floor. The premises will provide much needed space for storage and for people to work. Security 

fencing would be installed. Internal work is required following a burst pipe. The building will be 

upgraded. Work will commence ASAP. Cllrs expressed thanks for the information provided. 

Minutes 

2025/07/01 The following Members were absent from the meeting:  Cllr Cressey, Cllr S 
Mansell, Cllr G Bate, Cllr Elliott, Cllr Pettit, Cllr R Bate, Cllr Preston, 
RESOLVED: reason for absence agreed. 

 

2025/07/02 Declarations of interest under the Localism Act 2011  
The following declarations of Interest were made. Non-Pecuniary – 
Christmas Lights by Cllr Lamming. A dispensation application agreed for Cllr 
Lamming to provide updates. 

 
 
 

2025/07/03 Minutes of the Annual Council and Parish meetings held on 13th May 2025.  
Cllr Lamming proposed, seconded by Cllr O’Connell that the minutes be 
accepted as a true and accurate record of the meeting. RESOLVED: The 
minutes approved as a true and accurate record. 

 
 
 
AB 

2025/07/04 Newport Parish Community Projects and Parish Matters.  
St Stephens Church, Newport and Gilberdyke Parish Councils working 
group.  Due to the resignation of 7 Gilberdyke Cllrs, Cllrs resolved that A 
Barker should advise the Gilberdyke PC clerk that Newport PC are keen to 
continue dialogue.  
 

 
 
 
AB 
 
 

mailto:clerk@newportpc.org.uk


Main Road Parking / Road Access / Londis Parking Restriction. Cllrs 
considered the report received and confirmed the next steps. No residents 
attended the meeting to provide further information.  
Cllr Shields proposed, seconded by Cllr Lamming that the lining amendment 
recommendations of Emily Mounsor (ERYC Senior Engineer Traffic 
Management) should be approved RESOLVED: Cllrs approved the lining 
amendment recommendations. A Barker to advise ERYC. 
 
Anti-Social behaviour at the Brickyard Play area. Camera installed on CSW 
June 2025. A Barker provided an update. Cllrs to note. 
 
Brickyard Play Area Tree Planting. 
Cllrs received the update from Cllr Shields. Further planting and associated 
costs to be considered by Cllrs at the September meeting. 
 
Community Payback Tasks – Autumn 25 
Cllr O’Connell agreed to contact the Community Payback Team directly re 
imminent potential work at Newport Primary. Further work requests to be 
finalised at the September meeting including the Village Hall fence, Car park 
strim and spray along with work in the St Stephens Churchyard. Cllrs to 
provide further information with regards to required work. 

 
 
 
 
 
AB 
 
 
 
 
 
  
Cllrs 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cllrs 

2025/07/05 To consider planning applications received and note planning decisions. 
Supporting documents available via meeting papers information 2025 07 05 
and https://newportpc.org.uk/planning-applications/  
No further actions required. Lead Officer - A Barker.  

 

2025/07/06 Clerk and Councillor Training update.   
Cllr R Bate shared an update following attendance at the Planning Day 5th 
June 2025 via the agenda papers which was considered. 

▪ ERNLLCA AGM 11th September 2025 – A Barker to attend. 
▪ ERNLLCA Conference 21st October 2025 – Cllr O’Connell to attend. 
▪ ERNLLCA / ICCM Management of Memorials (A Barker) – Update 

provided. 
▪ ICCM – Groundwater Protection in cemetery development (A 

Barker) Update provided. 
Cllr Robinson proposed, seconded by Cllr Shields that A Barker attend the 
ERNLLCA AGM and Cllr O’Connell attend the ERNLLCA conference. 
RESOLVED: The nominations and expenditure approved. 

 
 
 
AB 
DO 

2025/07/07 Working Party Update.    
▪ VE Day 80th and VJ Day 80th Anniversary. Cllrs noted the success of 

the VE80 Day events and the donation to the Royal British Legion. 
Lamp post motifs will be installed in early August to commemorate 
VJ80 Day.  

▪ Christmas Lights 2025 (Events Working Party). Cllrs noted the 
actions taken and will revisit at the September meeting.    

 
 
 
AB 

2025/07/08 Policies and Procedures for review and approval   
Cllrs reviewed the council’s Subject Access Request form, Document 
Retention Policy, Personnel Committee Terms of Reference and Contractor 
and General Maintenance Risk Assessment as per the Newport Parish 
Council website. No changes proposed. 
New Information Technology Policy and Memorials Management Policy 
considered and adopted.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://newportpc.org.uk/planning-applications/


Cllr Shields proposed, seconded by Cllr Lamming that the policies be 
renewed with no changes and the new policies adopted. RESOLVED: The 
policies renewed with no changes and the new policies adopted   

AB 

2025/07/09 Cllr and Clerk updates and correspondence received for action and to note.   
 
Newport Village Hall Trusteeship. Cllr O’Connell confirmed a meeting has 
been completed with the current trustees and 5 new trustees appointed 
including Cllr O’Connell, Cllr Preston, Cllr Shields and E Carlisle. 4 volunteers 
have agreed to support the trustees and maintain the Defibrillator. Work is 
being planned to improve the Village Hall, Sports facilities, the online 
booking system and social media. Grant funding is to be explored to support 
expenditure plans. Cllrs to note. 
 
Gov.uk website. A Barker provided further information linked to work being 
undertaken in a neighbouring Parish. Airlin systems have advised they would 
be unable to support the transition to a Gov.uk website. Cllrs resolved to 
defer any further actions until the September meeting. take no further 
action currently.   
 
Goole Hospital  
Further information will be available at a stall at Howden Market on Friday 
18th July 2025 from 9am to 12 noon. Cllrs to note. 
 
Footpath – Main Road B1230. Cllrs requested that A Barker contact ERYC to 
report the poor condition of the south footpath. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cllrs 
 
 
AB 

2025/07/10 Burials / Cemetery Update including. 
A Barker provided an update with regards to cemetery matters, including 
Finance and Cemetery ground conditions (Ref Extension). 
 
St Stephens Church  

▪ Ann Benson has retired from the fulltime role of Verger and will only 
covering Baptisms whilst acting as advisor to the St Stephens PCC. 

▪ The new roles of the Parochial Church Council are as follows. 
- Chair - John Walker 
- Church Warden - Chris Newsome 
- Secretary - Linda Cressey    

▪ Grant applications are currently being submitted for roof repairs. 
 
Cemetery Extension Report provided. Cllrs to note. 
 
Complaint – REF ERB 561. Previous Ref 2025 01 11. Cllrs noted the 
complaint made and response provided by Cllr Mansell.  
 
Memorial Inspection schedule. A Barker provided further information with 
regards to the planned schedule and actions. Work planned to commence in 
July 2025 with a timescale of up to 12 months. Information posted on the 
Website, Church and Parish Noticeboards, Cemetery seat and noticeboard. 
St Stephens PCC and Catherine Copp at York Diocese advised.  
A Barker requested to log the hours completed on the project. 
Equipment required to complete initial safety work – Warning signs, Stakes, 
Binding and Safety Tape.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
AB 



Cllr Shields proposed, seconded by Cllr O’Connell that the Memorial 
inspection programme and required equipment be approved. The preferred 
course of action will be to initially stake and add a notice to any unsafe 
graves (As all are circa 2ft 6 inches high). A Barker to attempt to contact 
memorial owners via the Cemetery records and memorial Mason to request 
the safety works for memorials rated priority 1 or 2 completed RESOLVED: 
Cllrs approved the actions as detailed and the required expenditure. 

2025/07/11 Legal and Land.  
▪ Newport Village Green and Play Area extension including Grant 

application update. Cllrs requested to obtain further surveys to 
support the DIFEY grant claim. Cllr Lamming proposed, seconded by 
Cllr Shields that the final payment of £48,209.28 by cheque be 
made to Team Sport and Play and the final DIFEY and FCC grant 
payments be claimed with the VAT to be reclaimed. RESOLVED: Cllrs 
approved the payments and grant / VAT claims as detailed. Cllr 
Shields and A Barker signed the cheque.  

▪ Brickworks Land YEA14645 Land Charges Search application. No 
further action required.  

▪ Land to the north of the Main Road Play Area. ERYC officer 
investigation ongoing. Further information submitted by Cllr Shields 
to Cllr Aitken for support. ERYC enforcement update requested. Cllrs 
to note. 

▪ Village Green YEA111503. Land Charges Search application. No 
further update available. Cllrs to note.  

 
 
Cllrs 
 
 
 
 
AB 

2025/07/12 Finances –To consider and approve payments and income for the period in 
accordance with the budget. To consider and approve the bank 
reconciliation.  

▪ Financial report for May and June 2025.      
▪ To approve schedule of payments and payments requiring 

preauthorisation for payment.   
Receipts and payments June 2025    
 
Payments made preauthorised.     
02.06.25 VJ80 Day -RBLI - Lamp Post Motifs £78.84  
11.06.25 HSBC Banking Charges    £9.00   
27.06.25 NPC Clerk Business Line - Giff Gaff £6.00  
    
Payments made to be retrospectively authorised.    
11.06.25 Cllr travel - Planning Day 05.06.25 £21.90  
11.06.25 Cllr travel - Drax Event 21.03.25 £29.25  
11.06.25 Bus Shelter Cleaning to 31.05.25 £96.00  
11.06.25 ERNLLCA - Planning Training 05.06.25 £42.00  
27.06.25 A Share - Cemetery INV 568 June 25 £480.00  
27.06.25 P W Coates INV  165 Total June 25 £1,800.00  
27.06.25 Clerk - Meeting and Travel Expenses £30.60  
30.06.25 HMRC - NI and Income Tax Ref 2603 £216.04  
30.06.25 Staff - June Pay                                            £1,168.58  
    
Receipts to be noted.     
04.06.25 Exclusive Right of Burial Transfer             £270 
05.06.25 VAT Reclaim - 01.04.25 to 31.05.25         £2,105.48 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



16.06.25 VE Day 80 Grant - ERYC                             £492.84 
16.06.25 FCC Communities Grant   £9,851.44 
19.06.25 Cemetery Fee                                  £1,250 
26.06.25 Cemetery Fee - Hortons   £135 
30.06.25 Cemetery Fee - S P Memorials                 £110 

▪ Annual Audit   
▪ Insurance Renewal. Cllrs requested to delegate authority to A Barker 

to renew the council insurance. The current insurance broker Clear 
Councils has recommended Ecclesiastical Insurance at a premium of 
£914.47. Insurance Broker Gallagher have offered renewal at 
£984.89 via Hiscox. Zurich outstanding.  

▪ Newport Memorial Clock maintenance contract. Cllrs requested to 
delegate authority to A Barker to agree the annual maintenance 
check due in November 2025. The preferred provider is Smith of 
Derby who completed the automation and renovation in November 
2025. 

▪ Annual Play Area Inspection. Rospa Play Safety quote at £176 + VAT 
(With a potential small extra charge due to the installation of 3 new 
pieces of play equipment) for completion in Sept / OCT. Last year 
Moral Play Services £170 + VAT (Unacceptable service / significantly 
delayed report). Cllrs requested to approve the appointment of 
Rospa.   

Cllr Shields proposed, seconded by Cllr O’Connell that the accounts be 
ratified and the expenditure approved. Authority delegated to A Barker to 
complete the insurance renewal, arrange the Newport Memorial Clock 
maintenance contract and Play Area inspection. RESOLVED: Cllrs approved 
all actions and payments as detailed. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
AB 
 
 
 
 
AB 
 
 
 
 
AB 

2025/07/13 Newport Newsletter update 
Cllrs resolved that the next newsletter will be planned at the September 
meeting for publication in November / December distribution by the Post 
Office.   

 
LC 

2025/07/14 RESOLVED: Noted that the next meeting scheduled meeting of Newport 
Parish Council will be held on 9th September 2025, commencing at 7pm, in 
the Newport Primary School.     

 

 

Meeting started 7pm and closed 8.18pm 

Published on 14th July 2025 – Draft / Final 9th September 2025 

To be completed by the person presiding at the meeting where the minutes are adopted. 

Signed:   

Print Name: 

Print Position: 

Date:     

Email: clerk@newportpc.org.uk  

Minutes of a Council meeting of Newport Parish Council 

Minutes of the meeting held on 9th September 2025 in Newport Primary School. 
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Members Present: Cllr S Mansell – Chair, Cllr H Robinson – Vice Chair, Cllr O’Connell, Cllr Lamming, 

Cllr Shields, Cllr Cressey, Cllr G Bate, Cllr Elliott, Cllr Pettit, Cllr R Bate, Cllr Preston, 

Meeting Clerk: Alan Barker  

Others in attendance:  N/A  

Public participation 

A period of up to 15 minutes for members of the public to make statements or ask questions about 

business on the agenda. Each member of the public may only speak once and for no longer than 3 

minutes. 

Minutes 

2025/09/01 No members were absent from the meeting:   

2025/09/02 Declarations of interest under the Localism Act 2011  
The following declarations of Interest were made.  
Non-Pecuniary – Christmas Lights by Cllrs Lamming & Cressey. St 
Stephen’s Church by Cllr Cressey, Wallingfen Methodist Church by Cllr G 
Bate, Newport Village Hall by Cllrs O’Connell, Shields and Preston.  
A dispensation application agreed for all Cllrs to provide updates. 

 
 
 

2025/09/03 Minutes of the Council meeting held on 8th July 2025.  
Update provided as per the papers issued with the meeting agenda ref 
actions taken following the July meeting. Cllr Shields proposed, seconded 
by Cllr Lamming that the minutes be accepted as a true and accurate 
record of the meeting. RESOLVED: The minutes approved as a true and 
accurate record. 
St Stephens Church, Newport and Gilberdyke Parish Councils working 
together with regards to the Newport Cemetery and St Stephens Closed 
Churchyard. Cllr Shields proposed, seconded by Cllr Elliott that authority 
be delegated to A Barker to negotiate initially with J Wilde (Gilberdyke PC) 
with regards to reinstatement of the funding from Gilberdyke Parish 
Council towards the Newport Cemetery costs with a view to Gilberdyke 
residents in the future being charged the reduced residents fee rather 
than the current standard fee. The annual contribution proposed for 
01.04.2026 is £5,000 plus any exceptional costs as agreed between 
Newport and Gilberdyke Parish Councils. The annual contribution will be 
based on the size of electorate, annual precept, number of burials in the 
previous 12 months and will be twice the contribution from Newport 
Parish Council. RESOLVED: Cllrs approved the actions as detailed and 
delegated authority to A Barker to negotiate the agreement.   

 
 
 
 
 
AB 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
AB 

2025/09/04 Newport Parish Community Projects and Parish Matters.  
Brickyard Play Area Tree Planting. 
Cllrs received the update from Cllr Shields. Further planting of approx. 40 
trees / associated costs to be considered by Cllrs at the November 
meeting. 
Community Payback Tasks – Autumn 25 
Cllr O’Connell confirmed that the team have completed work at Newport 
Primary School and Village Hall during the summer holidays. Request to 
be made for support to be provided as follows: - Reclaim the pavement 
along Thimblehall Lane. St Stephens Churchyard – Cut hedges, clear 
footpaths and tidy up the area adjacent to the Lyche gate. Strim the 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Cemetery access road. Paint the MWCT street furniture. Fill and paint the 
Londis black railings. Paint the 3 grey bus shelters. Paint the 3 seats at the    
Main Road Play Area. 
Village Sign Main Road (East) – Cllrs noted the planned work. 
Wallingfen Methodist Church – Nomination as an ERYC Community 
Asset. Cllr R Bate proposed, seconded by Cllr Robinson that the 
Wallingfen Methodist Church be nominated as an ERYC Asset of 
Community value. RESOLVED: The nomination approved, and A Barker 
authorised to contact N Wright to confirm the required information and 
submit the nomination.  

 
 
AB 
 
 
AB 
 

2025/09/05 To consider planning applications received and note planning decisions. 
Supporting documents available via meeting papers information 2025 07 
05 and https://newportpc.org.uk/planning-applications/  
No further actions required. Lead Officer - A Barker.  

 

2025/09/06 Clerk and Councillor Training update.   
▪ ERNLLCA AGM 24.09.25. A Barker attending. 
▪ ERNLLCA Conference 21.10.25. Cllr O’Connell attending. Cllr R 

Bate asked if Cllrs would also approve his attendance (A Barker to 
provide further information re the event). R Bate to confirm 
whether he wishes to attend prior to a reservation and payment. 

▪ Misuse of social media for Cllrs – 29.10.25 – G Bate – Approved. 
▪ Scribefest 09.10.25. Cllrs to advise A Barker if they wish to attend. 

Cllr Pettit proposed, seconded by Cllr Lamming that Cllr G Bate attend the 
Misuse of social media for Cllrs training and Cllr R Bate may attend the 
ERNLLCA conference (Subject to requesting a reservation via A Barker. 
RESOLVED: The nomination and expenditure approved. 

 
 
 
 
RB/AB 
 
GB/AB  

2025/09/07 Working Party Update.    
Christmas Lights 2025 (Events Working Party).  

▪ Cllrs Cressey and Lamming to confirm the following with 
Interactive Grottos (Jack Hanson) 

- 3 new motifs in addition to the existing 5 to be installed.   
- Ice lighting over the bridge, confirm the number of individual 

lights and wattage of each strip of lights. 
- Confirmation in writing, by a qualified electrician that both the 

equipment and the installation comply with the requirements of 
the 17th Edition (18th Edition in 2019) of the IEE Regulations and 
the ILP Guide 06.   

- Request the Public liability certificate, Risk / Health and Safety 
assessment. 

- Installation date – Last week of November 2025. 
- Lights to be switched off and removed Friday 02.01.26. 
▪ Lights to be switched on Friday 28.11.25 at 6.30pm.  
▪ Carol signing by Newport Primary School by the tree from 6pm. 
▪ 2 Christmas trees to be purchased from Lodge Landscapes. 
▪ Tree installation and removal to be completed by P Coates. Any 

new lights required to be purchased. 
▪ Lighting and Sound Installation to complete the inspection of the 

electric supply. 
▪ Cllr O’Connell will arrange Santa and the Sound System. A Barker 

will provide sweets for Santa to distribute. 

 
 
LC/JL 

https://newportpc.org.uk/planning-applications/


Cllr Elliott proposed, seconded by Cllr Pettit that plan of action detailed 
above including expenditure be approved RESOLVED: The plan of action 
and expenditure approved. 

2025/09/08 Policies and Procedures for review and approval   
Cllrs reviewed the council’s Working Groups Protocol and Biodiversity 
Policy as per the Newport Parish Council website. Cllr R Bate requested to 
complete an update to the biodiversity policy and present further 
information to the November meeting prior to approval.   
Cllr Shields proposed, seconded by Cllr Pettit that the Working Groups 
Protocols be renewed with no changes. RESOLVED: The policy renewed 
with no changes  

 
 
RB 
 
 
 
AB 

2025/09/09 Cllr and Clerk updates and correspondence received for action and to 
note.   
Play Area – Cllrs resolved not to move the MWCT table from CSW to the 
play area. Cllrs to consider the need for further seats / tables at the 
March 2026 meeting. 
Residents’ concerns received by Cllr Lamming re the number of Waste 
Bins on the Main Road, Dogs being exercised / barking at the Blackthorn 
Close Amenity Area and noise from individuals leaving the Jolly Sailor. 
Cllrs considered and confirmed that anti-social behaviour or requests for 
further waste bins should be referred to ERYC.  
Newport ERYC entrance sign. Damage reported to ERYC Ref RS740783767 
Newport Village Hall Trusteeship. Cllr O’Connell confirmed that 5 trustees 
are currently being registered. 15 additional volunteers have been 
recruited for various roles including managing the defibrillator. Formal 
hand over will take place on 03.11.25. Cllr Preston will be the Treasurer. 
Grants are being sought for projects to improve the toilets, install solar 
panels, the heating and the alarm. Cllrs to note. 
Gov.uk website. Paragraph 1.47 to 1.54 (Assertion 10 2025/26). A Barker 
provided information with regards to the Navigating Assertion 10 webinar 
attended 09.09.25 and further research completed. Email management, 
website domain compliance, Data protection and GDPR compliance, IT 
and Privacy Policies, Web Accessibility, Freedom of Information and the 
Transparency Code.  Cllr Mansell proposed, seconded by Cllr Shields that 
the Website accessibility statement and Privacy Policy be updated, and 
that a newportpc.gov.uk domain name be purchased (Max expenditure 
£200) with the need to transition to a gov.uk domain and emails reviewed 
in March 2026. A Barker to consult with the current website provider with 
regards to improving the accessibility score. RESOLVED: Cllrs approved the 
actions as detailed.    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
AB 

2025/09/10 Burials / Cemetery. A Barker provided an update with regards to 
cemetery matters, including Finance. 
Complaint – REF ERB 561. Previous Ref 2025 01 11. Cllrs noted the 
complaint made and response provided by Cllr Mansell.  
Memorial Inspection schedule. A Barker provided further information 
with regards to the planned schedule and actions taken to make 
memorials safe.  Work commenced in July 2025 with a timescale of up to 
12 months. Progress to date: - Sections A-F inspected. 

- 35 – 17% rated as category 1 (Require attention). B23 repaired. 
34 have no current living owner but have been staked and 
banded with a request for relatives to make contact. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



- 33 – 16% rated as category 2 (Monitor and reinspect in 12 
months) 

- 203 – 67% rated as category 3 (Reinspect in 5 years) 
- Expenditure to date to make the 35 Cat1 Memorials temporarily 

safe with equipment purchased for 15 more Cat 1 - £172.42 net.  

 
 
 
 
 

2025/09/11 Legal and Land.  
▪ Newport Village Green and Play Area extension. Project 

complete with all payments received and made. Cllrs to note.   
▪ Land to the north of the Main Road Play Area. ERYC enforcement 

update shared. Landowner required to undertake works by 
30/09/25 to improve the site and to confirm their intentions in 
writing within 7 days. If the site remains unchanged, then ERYC 
will have to consider the expediency of further enforcement 
action in the form of a S215 Notice. Cllrs to note. 

▪ Village Green YEA111503. Land Charges Search application. No 
further update available. Cllrs to note.  

▪ Land adjacent to the Brickworks Land YEA14645. Cllr Shields 
confirmed a discussion re future ownership with the landowners. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

2025/09/12 Finances –To consider and approve payments and income for the period 
in accordance with the budget. To consider and approve the bank 
reconciliation.  

▪ Financial report shared for July and August 2025.     
▪ To approve schedule of payments and payments requiring 

preauthorisation for payment.      
▪ Annual Audit. No further actions required.   Cllrs noted. 
▪ Insurance Renewal completed via Clear Councils / Ecclesiastical 

Insurance at a premium of £914.47. Cllrs noted.  
▪ Newport Memorial Clock maintenance contract. A Barker to 

negotiate for November 2025. 
▪ Annual Play Area Inspection. Rospa Play Safety appointed to 

complete the inspection.  
▪ Local Government Pay Award. Cllrs ratified the award.   

Cllr R Bate proposed, seconded by Cllr Pettit that the accounts be ratified 
and the expenditure approved. Authority delegated to A Barker to arrange 
the Newport Memorial Clock maintenance contract. RESOLVED: Cllrs 
approved the actions and payments as detailed. 

▪ Banking arrangements - Nationwide have requested further 
confirmation of ID for 3 signatories and continue to provide a 
poor level of service. Cllrs resolved to open a new Hinckley and 
Rugby Building Society – Local Council 90-day deposit account 
and deposit £50,000 at a current rate of 2.9%. Should the 
Nationwide close the savings account this money will be 
transferred to either the Cambridge Business Savings or Hinckley 
and Rugby account depending on access requirements.  

Cllr Shields proposed, seconded by Cllr R Bate that a Hinckley and Rugby 
Building Society – Local Council 90-day deposit account be opened with a 
deposit of £50,000. Signatories Cllrs Mansell and Preston plus A Barker. 
RESOLVED: Cllrs approved the actions and payments as detailed. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
AB 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
AB 
 
 

2025/09/13 Newport Newsletter update Cllr Cressey confirmed that the newsletter 
will be prepared with publication in late October and distribution by the 
Post Office.   

LC 



2025/09/14 RESOLVED: Noted that the next meeting scheduled meeting of Newport 
Parish Council will be held on 11th November 2025, commencing at 7pm, 
in the Newport Primary School.     

 

 

Meeting started 7pm and closed 8.07pm 

Published on 16th September – Draft   

To be completed by the person presiding at the meeting where the minutes are adopted. 

Signed:   

Print Name: 

Print Position: 

Date:     

Email: clerk@newportpc.org.uk  

Minutes of a Council meeting of Newport Parish Council 

Minutes of the meeting held on 11th November 2025 in Newport Primary School. 

Members Present: Cllr S Mansell – Chair, Cllr H Robinson – Vice Chair, Cllr O’Connell, Cllr Shields, Cllr 

Cressey, Cllr G Bate, Cllr Pettit, Cllr R Bate, Cllr Preston, 

Meeting Clerk: Alan Barker  

Others in attendance:  Cllr N Wilkinson, P Arnett 

Public participation 

Cllr N Wilkinson provided an ERYC update with regards to the 2026/27 budget planning including the 

financing of adult social care, children services, staffing and AI. 

Cllr R Bate provided an update on the David Scott Charity (As a member of the public) requesting a 

place in the next Newport newsletter and the grants available. The charity is seeking new trustees.  

A period of up to 15 minutes for members of the public to make statements or ask questions about 

business on the agenda. Each member of the public may only speak once and for no longer than 3 

minutes. 

Minutes 

2025/11/01 The following Members were absent from the meeting: Cllr Lamming, Cllr 
Elliott. RESOLVED: reason for absence agreed. 

 

2025/11/02 Declarations of interest under the Localism Act 2011  
The following declarations of Interest were made.  
Non-Pecuniary – Christmas Lights by Cllr Cressey. St Stephen’s Church by Cllr 
Cressey, Wallingfen Methodist Church by Cllr G Bate, Newport Village Hall by 
Cllrs O’Connell, Shields and Preston.  
A dispensation application agreed for all Cllrs to provide updates. Cllrs Shield 
and Preston provided an updated disclosure of interests. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
AB 

2025/11/03 Minutes of the Council meeting held on 9th September 2025.   
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Update provided as per the papers issued with the meeting agenda ref 
actions taken following the September meeting. Cllr Robinson proposed, 
seconded by Cllr Cressey that the minutes be accepted as a true and accurate 
record of the meeting. RESOLVED: The minutes approved as a true and 
accurate record. 
St Stephens Church, Newport and Gilberdyke Parish Councils working 
together with regards to the Newport Cemetery and St Stephens Closed 
Churchyard. Holding Email received from J Wilde shared with Cllrs. A Barker 
to continue dialogue and aim to finalise prior to 01.04.26. Cllrs to note. 
Annual Play Area Inspection. Update provided by A Barker with regards to 
the repair quotes received and the current work requirements. Cllr Shields 
proposed, seconded by Cllr G Bate that authority be delegated to A Barker to 
agree the required work and award the contract.  RESOLVED: Cllrs approved 
the delegation of authority to A Barker with the provisor that the work 
should be limited to essential work due to the planned replacement of the 
original Main Road play equipment in the short to medium term.   

 
 
 
AB 
 
 
 
AB 
 
 
 
 
 
AB 

2025/11/04 Newport Parish Community Projects and Parish Matters.  
Brickyard Play Area Tree Planting and woodland management. Cllrs 
received the update from Cllr Shields. Cllr R Bate proposed, seconded by Cllr 
Pettit that The Conservation Volunteers be engaged for 3 days at £450 per 
day plus VAT to complete the work as detailed in the agenda papers.  
RESOLVED: Cllrs approved the work schedule and payment terms. 
Antisocial behaviour report. Cllrs noted the information provided.  
Community Payback Tasks – Autumn 25. Cllrs noted the information 
provided. Budget in line with 2024 ratified. Anticipated start w/c 24.11.25 
Village Sign Main Road (East) – Cllrs noted the planned work. Cllr R Bate 
agreed to contact M Kendall to discuss the required work. 
Wallingfen Methodist Church – cease to meet notification and memorial 
clock – Nomination as an ERYC Community Asset completed.  Cllr Cressey 
proposed, seconded by Cllr Pettit that contact be made with the Methodist 
Circuit Property Steward to confirm the plans for the building and the 
memorial clock prior to appointing a company to complete the service. 
Authority to be delegated to A Barker to negotiate with the Methodist Circuit 
Property Steward and agree the clock service contract with Smith of Derby 
(Subject to satisfactory reassurance re tenure). RESOLVED: Cllrs approved the 
delegation of authority to A Barker as detailed.   
Village checklist – Feedback provided with regards to the checks completed 
on 10th September 7th October and 4th November. Cllrs noted. 

 
 
 
 
 
GS 
 
AB 
 
RB 
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2025/11/05 To consider planning applications received and note planning decisions. 
Supporting documents available via meeting papers information 2025 11 05 
and https://newportpc.org.uk/planning-applications/  
No further actions required. Lead Officer - A Barker.  

 

2025/11/06 Clerk and Councillor Training update.   
▪ ERNLLCA Conference on 21.10.25. Cllrs O’Connell and Shields 

attended and provided an update in line with the agenda papers.   
▪ Misuse of social media for Cllrs on 29.10.25 G Bate attended and 

provided an update. 
▪ Smile Trustee Academy. Cllr Shields is attending the sessions.  
▪ Scribe Budgeting & Forecasting / Work nest – Employment Law 

Roadmap / ERNLLCA – Clerk’s Training event 04.12.25 scheduled in 
the next 2 months – A Barker attending. 

 
 
 
 
  
 
   

https://newportpc.org.uk/planning-applications/


▪ Details of upcoming training events provided to Cllrs on notification. 

2025/11/07 Working Party Update.    
Christmas Lights 2025 (Events Working Party).  

▪ Festive permit request submitted to ERYC. Cllrs noted. 
▪ Interactive Grottos to confirm that both the equipment and the 

installation comply with the requirements of the 17th Edition (18th 
Edition in 2019) of the IEE Regulations and the ILP Guide 06.   

▪ Cllr O’Connell confirmed that Santa and helpers will attend and the 
Sound System will be available. A Barker provided sweets for Santa 
to distribute. 

▪ Cllr Cressey to confirm any additional publicity requirements. 
Further Key projects 2025/26. No further projects identified. 

 
 
 
LC 
 
 
DO 
 
 
LC 

2025/11/08 Policies and Procedures for review and approval   
▪ Biodiversity Policy – Updated policy published by ERNLLCA / NALC 

approved with no changes.  
The following reviewed and Cllrs approved with no changes.     

▪ Code of Conduct. Confirmed with J Lidster there are no changes. 
▪ Disciplinary and Grievance Hearing Procedure   
▪ Disciplinary Policy   
▪ Grievance Policy   
▪ Freedom of Information Policy   
▪ Press and Media Policy   
▪ Sexual and General Harassment Policy   

Cllr R Bate proposed, seconded by Cllr Shields that the updated Biodiversity 
policy be approved and the further policies reviewed be approved with no 
changes. RESOLVED: Cllrs approved the policies as proposed.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
AB 

2025/11/09 Cllr and Clerk updates and correspondence received for action and to note.   
Annual snapshot of rough sleepers. Cllrs confirmed they where not aware of 
any rough sleepers in Newport Parish on the night of 6th November. 
Newport Village Hall Trusteeship. Cllrs O’Connell and Shields provided an 
update. The new trustees are in place along with a group of volunteers. The 
handover of responsibility took place on the 3rd November. Currently working 
on Compliance requirements. A full survey of needs is being undertaken with 
work anticipated re the alarm, access, systems and plumbing.  Cllrs to note. 
Goole hospital survey and letter of support. Cllrs confirmed that Cllr Mansell 
should send a letter of support on behalf of Newport Parish Council. 
Gov.uk website. Detailed consideration given of the information provided in 
the pre meeting notes. Paragraph 1.47 to 1.54 (Assertion 10 2025/26). Parish 
Online Email and Domain name secured at no cost.  
Cllr Shields proposed, seconded by Cllr Pettit that the current website (. 
Org.Uk) and Emails be retained as they meet the current requirements. 
RESOLVED: Cllrs approved the retention of the current website and emails.    

 
AB 
 
 
 
 
 
  
AB 
 

2025/11/10 Burials / Cemetery. A Barker provided an update with regards to cemetery 
matters, including Finance. 
Perimeter work required. Cllrs resolved to delegate authority to A Barker to 
manage the works subject to current and previous practice in line with the 
quotation shared.   
Cemetery contractor contract 2026. Cllrs resolved to delegate authority to A 
Barker to manage the contract negotiation for 2026.   
Cllr Shields proposed, seconded by Cllr Robinson that authority be delegated 
to A Barker to manage the perimeter work and agree the Cemetery 

 
 
 
AB 
 
 
AB 
 
 



Maintenance contract 2026. RESOLVED: Cllrs approved the delegation as 
noted.   
 
Dog waste. Cllrs noted the concerns of a visitor. A Barker to continue to 
monitor and report back if further instances are encountered.  
Memorial Inspection schedule. A Barker provided further information with 
regards to the schedule and actions taken to make memorials safe.  
Cllrs noted the progress to date: -    

- 380 memorial inspections completed to 11.11.25. 
- 15 sections inspected / 1 section to complete. 
- Category 1 – 38 (10%), Category 2- 42 (11%), Category 3 – 300 

(79%) 
Complaint – REF ERB 561. Ref 2025 01 11 and 2025 09 10. Cllrs noted the 
further contact made and responses provided by Cllr Mansell / A Barker    

 
 
 
 

2025/11/11 Legal and Land.  
▪ Village Green YEA111503. Registration completed. Refund of £15 

received and remitted. Cllrs to note. 
▪ Land to the north of the Main Road Play Area. Update provided 

following ERYC contact by A Barker and V Aitken. Cllrs noted. 

 
 
 
 

2025/11/12 Finances –To consider and approve payments and income for the period in 
accordance with the budget. To consider and approve the bank 
reconciliation.  

▪ Financial report for September and October 2025 considered.     
▪ To approve schedule of payments and payments requiring 

preauthorisation for payment.      
▪ Grant application – Newport Pre School. Cllrs resolved to defer 

making an award pending the survey being completed by the 
trustees of the plumbing and other areas of the Village Hall. 

▪ Newport Memorial Clock maintenance contract. Cllrs approved the 
appointment of Smith of Derby due to warranty requirements 
subject to the considerations in 2025 11 04.   

▪ Appointment of Internal Auditor 2025/26. Cllrs resolved to approve 
the appointment of B Brooks.   

▪ Finance Working Group – Budget Planning Meeting 2026/27 to be 
completed on Monday 1st December 2025 at 5pm at Newport 
Primary School. Cllrs R Bate, G Bate, Shields and Preston along with A 
Barker to be invited.   

▪ Banking arrangement update. No further update from Nationwide. 
Cllrs to note. 

Cllr R Bate proposed, seconded by Cllr Pettit that the accounts be ratified and 
the expenditure approved as detailed. Authority delegated to A Barker to 
arrange the Newport Memorial Clock maintenance contract, defer the grant 
application and appoint the internal auditor. RESOLVED: Cllrs approved the 
actions and payments as detailed. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
AB 
 
 
AB 
 
 
AB 
 
 
 
AB 

2025/11/13 Newport Newsletter update Cllr Cressey confirmed that the newsletter has 
been produced and delivered on the 5th and 6th November 2025. Finance 
details shared. The next edition will be planned for Easter 2026. Cllrs noted.     

 

2025/11/14 RESOLVED: Noted that the next meeting scheduled meeting of Newport 
Parish Council will be held on 13th January 2026, commencing at 7pm, in the 
Newport Primary School.     

 

 



Meeting started 7pm and closed 8.06pm 

Published on 21st November 2025 – Draft / Final - 14th January 2026 

To be completed by the person presiding at the meeting where the minutes are adopted. 
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