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Newsletter
Market Weighton Canal Trail

The aim of this project is to establish a 
North/South heritage Trail along the route 
of the Market Weighton Canal. This Trail will 
create access to the countryside in which 
the canal is located and provide a link 
between the national Trans Pennine Trail 
at Humber Lock and the gateway to the 
Yorkshire Wolds at Market Weighton. 

The Trail  wil l  s ignif icantly enhance 
community and visitor access to the area. 
It will add to the existing heritage tourism 
offer and people will start to understand 
the role the Canal played in the region, 
from an historical, geological, social and 
environmental aspect. The Trail will benefit 
local communities and visitors to the region 
through better health and wellbeing, as we 
create this new walking experience. Better 

As you are all probably aware of by now, 
part of the reason for establishing the new 
Trail was to make the Canal accessible 
for educational visits and set STEAM 
related learning.   So following the recent 
educational visit to Weighton Lock by all 
the local Schools, Gordon Shields with the 
help of Debby O’Connell, Head Teacher at 
Newport Primary School set a new STEAM 
linked challenge.  This time, it took the 
form of an exciting competition for Primary 
Schools along or adjacent to the route of 
the canal. 

The Children were asked to create 
something related to one of the STEAM 
topics, Science, Technology, Engineering, 
the Arts or Maths be it, a story, a wildlife 

Some of the paths and surrounding 
hedgerows along and Trail around the 
Newport area have recently been trimmed 
and cleared by a local farm contractor 
after permission was granted by a private 
landowner.  All the work was paid from  the 
project Funds.  This stretch of the walk is 
definitely a much pleasanter experience 
now that the work has been completed.

In our next news update we will be giving 
you more information on our website and 
its design and development. We will update 
you on how the curation of all the data is 
progressing. We would also like to report on 
the near completion of the interpretation 
signage, gateway points, warning signs and 
rubbing posts and the way markers.

For more information please v is i t :  
www.mwct.org.uk

e. consult@amtltd.com

on-site information and access will also 
celebrate the importance of this historic 
Canal, help support long term sustainability 
and recognise and protect this unique 
landscape for future generations.

The establishment of the Trail and its 
infrastructure has received the funding 
it needs with work commencing on the 
signage, interpretation boards, warning 
signs and website. This quarterly news 
update will continue to inform you of 
the progress we are making, which 
will be circulated by email to partners, 
stakeholders and other interested parties.

Please also visit our temporary website at 
www.mwct.org.uk which will carry a fully 
up-to-date News Section.

audit, a picture or drawing, a poem, a 
model or even something to surprise the 
judging panel.

From a total prize fund of £250 there will be 
prizes given for first, second and third place, 
ranging from books, learning materials, 
or even trees!  First place will also get a 
mention on the MWCT website holding 
page, and the main site once it has been 
fully developed.

The work can be individual or group 
based and should be entered before 1st 
June.  Judging will be carried out by an 
independent panel and winners will be 
notified soon after.
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As part of the Market Weighton Canal Trail 
Project we want to establish points along 
the route where people can rest, eat and 
take in the canal and countryside.  These 
main rest areas will not only feature a picnic 
bench but interpretation boards and a 
couple will also potentially have a piece of 
bespoke Canal related art.  Gordon Shields 
and Andrew Suffi  ll-Boyes have been looking 
at what’s available and where to sight these 
along the trail. 

Several areas have been identified, 
and visuals have been drawn up and 
presented to the relative Parish and 
Town Councils.  Initial feedback regarding 
the design style has been promising, so 
eff orts are now focused 
on content identifi cation.  
A t imel ine approach 
has  been  v i sua l i sed 
with further feedback 
required regarding the 
exact nature of this.  Some 
copy creation has been 
commiss ioned which 
may feature on particular 
s ite boards.   Further 
discussions are required, 
so that we can sign off  the 
direction of each board 
regarding its specif ic 
timeline content before 

Emma Lusby, Communications and 
Marketing Manager at the Yorkshire 
Wildlife Trust has been liasing with both 
Gordon Shields and Andrew Suffi  ll-Boyes 
regarding all Wildlife around the Canal 
Trail area.  Emma and her team have kindly 
agreed to help us identify all plant, insect 
and native animal species in and around 
all the Market Weighton Canal Trail, with 
specific identification being created for 

Our team have been busy in the background 
leasing with private landowners, farmers 
and the Wildlife Trust to identify areas that 
will required some special consideration.  
There are several areas which are in need 
of bespoke signage.  Gordon Shields and 
Andrew Suffi  ll-Boyes have been working 
together to create a series of signs that 
can be used at these locations to help 
visitors to understand their responsibilities 
when using the trail.  Some initial warning 
and directional signage visuals have been 
produced, these will be presented to the 
various stakeholders and our entire steering 
group shortly.

a copy writer can begin his work.

Currently the main interpretation and 
rest areas will be sites at Weighton Lock 
(Broomfl eet), Newport, Sod House Lock and 
Market Weighton.  

Weighton Lock (Broomfl eet), Newport and 
Market Weighton will potentially have either 
a 2 or 3 panelled interpretation board.  If 
the 3 panelled option is chosen, the middle 
panel would hold a commissioned piece of 
canal and area specifi c art work.  This art 
work would be mounted into the middle 
panel of 3.  It has been designed to become 
a physical part of the interpretation board 
itself, rather than a standalone piece of art. 
This design potentially helps with both legal 
restrictions regarding public art, as well as 
increasing the boards visual interest and its 
physical security by adding weight.

These three sites will also have a picnic 
bench which will probably be installed later 
this year at the earliest so we have a little 
time to look at the various options.

the Washlands (between Broomfl eet and 
Newport) and the North Cave Wetlands 
areas.  This information will help form the 
main visual and textual content for both the 
Washlands and North Cave Wetlands Nature 
Lecterns.  As well as helping to provide a pick 
list of fl ora, fauna and creatures which we 
will illustrated for use on the proposed canal 
trail rubbing posts.  There will be several of 
these dotted around the trail.

The continued collation and creation of 
historical information related to the canal 
has seen Dr Peter Halkon, Emeritus Fellow 
University of Hull and Honorary Research 
Associate, Department of Archaeology, 
University of York, commissioned to write 
a document covering the Paleolithic to 
Roman periods in the Foulness Valley.  Some 
of this information will potentially feature 
on the timelines of the main interpretation 
boards as well as featuring on the MWCT 
website as a downloadable PDF once 
developed.

As mentioned in our fi rst Newsletter the 
MWCT website is to act as a central point 
for the collection and access to all of the 
information on the Market Weighton Canal. 
This includes all the past and present 
research work that people have done as well 
as all the photographs, images and even 
audio recollections from locals who knew 
the canal when it was working. Curation of 
all this data is being managed by Andrew 
Suffi  ll-Boyes and Project Leader Gordon 
Shields.

The University of Hull 
are beavering away…

I see warning
signs ahead…

Main interpretation

boards and 
seating zones…

Yorkshire Wildlife Trust are providing helpful
guidance and content for Wildlife Lecterns…

LIVESTOCK
Dogs on Leads please. 

Thank you.

CATTLE
Dogs on Leads please. 

Thank you.

Private Land
Please Keep Dogs

on a Lead, thank you.

Sensitive
Wildlife Area

Please Keep Dogs
on a Lead, thank you.

Private Land End
Thank you for having 
your Dogs on a Lead. 

CATTLE
Dogs on Leads please.

Thank you.

Emma Lusby, Communications and 
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Emma Lusby, Communications and the Washlands (between Broomfl eet and Emma Lusby, Communications and 
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