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Message from the Chair

May | wish all the residents and businesses in Newport a very happy
Christmas and a prosperous and healthy New Year.

This year has been a very difficult year for all of us, with the COVID-19
virus affecting all of our lives since March.

Sadly, in May of this year the new clerk Catherine Train decided to resign
from the Newport Parish Council and shortly afterwards, the chairman,
John Etherington, through ill health, also resigned; he had been a Newport
Parish Councillor for some years, and this left the Parish Council without a
clerk or a chairman.

As vice chairman | stepped into the role as chairman and as we had no
clerk, | also took over the clerk’s duties for a short time until a new locum
clerk could be found.

Fortunately, Cara Young very kindly agreed to be the locum clerk for the
Newport Parish Council until a new clerk could be appointed. The new
Clerk, Carl Thomas, has now been appointed. Carl comes from the South
Bank of the Humber and also runs a small number of other parish councils
and we warmly welcome him and | am very confident that he will help
carry the Parish Council forward.

After a difficult start we managed to organise zoom Parish Council
meetings, which started in the middle of the summer and we have held
them regularly since. Most of the councillors now feel confident with
managing to hold meetings by zoom.

The council membership has been greatly enhanced by the recent addition
of four new councillors and we welcome Debby, Linda, Sharron and Steve
to the Parish Council. Their enthusiasm, energy and drive will benefit both
the Newport Parish Council and the community.

| do thank vice-chairman Paul Petitt for getting the website up and
running, although somewhat later than originally planned. The website is
being continually improved so that residents of Newport can access a
wider variety of information. The council welcomes suggestions from
residents as to what information still needs adding.

| do thank Cara Young for all the hard work she has done in pulling the
Council together after the loss of the clerk and previous chair in close
succession. This has not been easy.

| would like to thank all fellow Parish Councillors and Howdenshire Ward
Councillors for their support, hard work and commitment to the local
community during this very difficult time.

A big thank you goes to Pete Coates who continues to work hard around



the village, cutting grass, emptying litter bins, keeping dog bag dispensers well-stocked,
maintaining the grounds of the churchyard, and doing a myriad of other jobs as they arise. Thank
you also to Brian Sherwood who maintained the cemetery grounds for many years and his
successor, Andy Sefton who took over this year and continues to maintain the high standards set
by Brian.

It just remains for me to say that with indications that a vaccine will be widely available in the
near future | feel confident that, as a country and as a parish, we have turned the corner with the
virus and things will get better. Although we must all continue to work together, a huge thank you
to everyone in our community who have done their best to keep us all safe, and to those who
have given freely of their time to help people in need of support .

All the best and stay well.

Graham Bate, Chair of the Council.
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The council meets at 7.00pm on the second Tuesday of every month. Meetings are currently held
remotely via ‘Zoom’. This is likely to be the situation until May 2021. Members of the public are
welcome to listen to the meeting or speak in the ‘public forum’ session. Details of the meeting
links are available from the Clerk and the link is also available on the Council’s website:
newportpc.org.uk

Newport Parish Councillors Howdenshire Ward Councillors
Graham Bate Victoria Aitken

Richard Bate Linda Bayram

Linda Cressey Nigel Wilkinson

Steve Elliott

Jenny Lamming
Sharron Mansell
Debby O’Connell
Paul Pettit
Gordon Shields

Contact details for Newport Parish Council:
Carl Thomas, Clerk to the Council, Tel: 07713 075682 email: newportpc.clerk@gmail.com

Contact details for cemetery and churchyard:
Cara Young, Burial Clerk, Tel: 07710 288307 email: clerknewport@outlook.com

Contact details for Howdenshire Ward Councillors:
Victoria Aitken: email: councillor.aitken@eastriding.gov.uk tel: 07721 411620

Linda Bayram : email: councillor.l.bayram @eastriding.gov.uk tel: 07956 310720
Nigel Wilkinson: email: councillor.nigel.wilkinson@eastriding.gov.uk

Si5e gl5e gl5e gl5e Sl5e Sl5e Si5e Sl5e Sl5e Si5e Si5e Sl5e Sl5e gl5e gl5e

2


mailto:newportpc.clerk@gmail.com
mailto:clerknewport@outlook.com
mailto:councillor.aitken@eastriding.gov.uk

NEWPORT PRIMARY SCHOOL

Another year has passed and what a year it has been. Newport team and the wonderful children
have grown even stronger and diversified in tricky times. We have done this with a smile and
confidence that we are doing the very best to meet the needs of the children.
The Summer term was one of the most ‘unprecedented’ that | have experienced in my 20 years
of teaching. With the National Covid-19 lock down affecting all schools, our main duty was to
look after the key worker children and plan, prepare and assess and support the remote learning
and paper packs for our children learning at home. Between the remote home learning offered
and the paper packs delivered and collected by families, each of the classes were above 90% for
engagement. There was an interactive and well utilised ‘Keeping in touch’ Facebook page set up
to share weekly class learning updates, which were also put on to the website. There were
regular phone calls with Teachers and Google meet sessions as well as video and storytelling
sessions and challenges. We did very well in comparison to other schools and continued with our
planned curriculum in all subjects. Our support for families and remote learning opportunities
has been held up in high regard in the Authority and Mrs Earl was asked to speak in the virtual
remote learning training for the Authority. This opportunity raised the profile of the school and
again puts us in a very positive position.
As many school have experienced this half term, recently due to a staff member testing positive
for the virus we have had to close 2 classes a week before half term, the children continued to
work exceptionally hard accessing all of their learning and handing in a great deal of work to be
marked. This exceptional way of working and the high engagement we have had is a celebration
to the hard-working children and the dedicated team who regularly liaise as a whole bubble in
Google meets and fun challenges. It makes me very proud as a leader about how easy the team
have found the transition from face to face teaching to that of virtual teaching and all | can say
is... well done to all!
Return to school Safety was paramount — safety of the team, the children and the families.
Reducing the risk of the spread of Covid, has meant countless risk assessments, necessary
changes and preparations to ensure the safe return to full children numbers. There are one-way
systems in place and additional cleaning routines, much tighter timetables and two serving times
for lunch. We now have staggered timings of drop off and collections, to ensure social distancing
and still maximise the learning time and parents have been very supportive and understanding
and complying well with the measures. The children have adapted brilliantly to the bubbles
(separate year groups) and the changes to lunches, break times and the tightening of restrictions
in the school but again they have shown adaptability and resilience in dealing with the change.
Parents have been kept up to date with changes via the Facebook page and emailing as well as
the texting system.
Transitions The return to school in September for a lot of children will have been hard after
leaving families and home after 6 months but we have been really pleasantly surprised at how
few issues we have had. The majority of pupils have been coming running through the doors,
happy to see their teachers and be alongside their friends once again. It has been a calm and
smooth transition and children are appreciating seeing other children, playing out and having
their teachers and adults around them, and experiencing some normality. It certainly was a
welcome break for our families too ©. It is wonderful to have the children back, and moving
forward | am sure there will be more changes in lock down rules and maybe more bubbles that
need to close for short periods of time, but at least we know the children are happy, and they are
safe and they are being well educated and having fun.
Year 6 to Secondary The transition to Howden was exceptional in the fact that it all had to be
done virtually. The year 6 children missed out on their SATs, their residential and their end of
year treats and performances. Normally the children spend a week Howden secondary at the
start of July, and there are several pre-visits, an open evening and sporting events to help them
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feel settled. They all managed a few visits through the year. Nevertheless, despite the changed
plans they have all started their secondary education well and have settled into new classes and
new routines of wearing masks in communal areas and staying in their year group bubbles. The
Howden staff already speak favourable of our ‘Newporters’. We have had many of the children
paying us a visit and waving frantically at us in a morning. We are proud of the children they have
become, the majority of them so resilient and willing, working hard and being challenged even
during the lock down. Our last year 6 class started reception with only 9 in the year, owing to the
growth and success of the school ... by the time they finished school there were 22 in the year
group. As is the same with most year 6 groups the majority of them transferred to Howden and
only 3 went to South Hunsley. We managed a social distanced party day for them just before the
summer, with an outside picnic, team games as well as free time and an opportunity for a social
catch up. We wish them all well and know they will make us very proud.

New Reception children It wasn’t just the transition to secondary that was different but also our
new Reception children and younger children who normally attend school in the Summer term and
have morning and afternoon visits. This year it wasn’t to be so myself and the Early Years team
hosted two stay and play sessions during the holidays, to help the children (and adults) adjust to
the idea of school. The stay and play sessions were mainly outside with the children only coming in
to the classroom by the garden door. There are 24 children in ‘Rowan’ and they come in happily
and are settled. This smooth yet different transition into Reception class was aided by the team
and all the fun activities they had planned. Well done to our ‘littlies’ and their families, and well
done to the team for their fun and nurturing professionalism.

Other exciting school developments The school continues to have an increasing role and now has
163 children (150 at this time last year) and we have 3 more children joining us soon. The
increasing role and need for catch up provision in some year groups has meant the need to finance
another teacher. This allows for adequate release time of the teachers, allowing for planning and
preparation time as well as time for them to develop their own subject leadership areas. We have
recruited a superb new Year 1 and Reception teacher, Miss Hannah Thompson who is settling in
well, and we all welcome her to our lovely supporting team.

We also have to give congratulations to Miss Palmer who has just married her supporting partner
Tom and is now called Mrs Coultish - they have some beautiful photos and were able to share their
day with a small but select group.

In other school news ... Mr Torn now teachers PE throughout the school which is already having a
big impact on the development of the Reception children in particular. The school’s 6 class
organisation remains the same but Miss Boyeson now teaches in ‘Chestnut’ and Mrs Burley now
teaches in ‘Cherry’ and is Key Stage 1 lead.

The children have all settled well into their classes and we try our best to not let the current
restraints spoil their fun. There has been a great new school private Facebook group set up and it is
full of a wealth of smiling faces, fun activities and exciting opportunities and outdoor learning in
each class. The children may not be able to mix with each other between class bubbles but we
ensure that they see each other in the virtual assemblies each day, they can wave and ask each
other questions and feel a sense of the community interacting on the big screens in each class. The
wonders of technology!

The children also had a super ‘Fantastical Friday’, as we were aware that they would miss their
annual Halloween disco organised by our very supporting parent’s association the FONS. The
children loved dressing as fantasy figures and doing a theme learning day, with party games and a
class disco as well as some treats and snacks. What a super day! Thank you to the whole team for
organising and for the help of FONS and their ongoing creative fundraising ideas.

Extra Curricular Activities Normally, we offer a wealth of after school opportunities with Drama,
Judo, Sports, Film, Craft and Computer clubs; due to current restrictions we have had to minimise
our clubs and are only able to offer the very basic before and after school support, primarily for
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essential cover. We have done this to try and support families of working households and know
that it has been a great help for many families. We have tried recently to increase numbers again
in our after-school clubs and can now offer film club on a Wednesday in individual rooms. Mr
Torn has also been running a successful sports club and will do this on rotation for one class at a
time. We hope to extend this bubble opportunity to other clubs too, to try and regain a bit of
normality for our children and their families.
The children’s behaviour has been super; we continue to do a weekly awards assembly and give
out a great deal of prizes, house points, reading certificates, green for growth leaves, maths
awards, diamonds behaviours etc these are all shared in the awards assembly. The prizes are
stocked in the rewards cabinet and we are also starting a Headteachers reward board where any
child who receives a Headteachers award will have their work photocopied and displayed. As
well as a new section to display awards that the school has won.
Exciting new outdoor Equipment sponsored by FONS There are some super new pieces of play
opportunities for the children with a new climbing wall, rolling bridge and wobbly walkway. They
all have rubber chippings around them for safety. These wonderful new pieces of play
equipment have been funded by our FONS parent helpers and also one family’s kind donation
thanking us for supporting the family so well. FONS are working hard to add to funds so that
gradually we can buy more play equipment and give it all directly back to the children. Thank you
to FONS and for everyone who supported them. The children love their equipment, and we all
hope to gradually add to the provision over time.
Other changes to our Qutdoor Environment During lockdown, we also purchased a large metal
storage container for our outside area. We will be able to store P.E equipment, instruments and
play equipment on racks and this will assist in organisation throughout the school due to our
growing needs. We hope to fundraise to decorate the container with a wonderful British
countryside mural on the length of container, which will label native animals, trees and flora and
fauna and help teach the children how to recognise British species as well as looking beautifully
decorative and blending in with the surroundings. As we need to utilise every area of space, Miss
Thompson, Mr Torn and the team have also created another outside area in a courtyard for
‘Hawthorn’ children to use as their outdoor provision. They have a mud kitchen, a new sand pit
and a reading den. The ‘Rowan’ reception children, have also seen improvements to their
outside area as Steve the Caretaker has built a very sturdy raised Wendy house with slide (again
with rubber chippings underneath for safety). He has also customised the old A frame that was
rotting underneath and has made the children a smaller strong A frame and den area. It is all
looking quite super. Our trusty lunchtime team as well as doing countless online courses and
tasks to support the school also painted the bike shed and new Wendy house so it is all looking
brilliant and fresh. Well done team!
‘Willow’ class have also been entered into the John Muir award and are exploring, planning,
improving and developing our nature area. They are trying to add to the flora and fauna of the
area so that children in the school can observe nature and native animals in the area for many
years to come. We are trying to add wildflowers to more areas of the school to support bees and
butterflies and try to conserve the area and increase the diversity of insects, birds and other
animals visiting the school. The children have made a super minibeast hotel that all families have
contributed to, a log circle and a fire pit. The pond will be cleared and a pond dipper will be
made, all whilst the children are working towards three levels of outdoor learning and
environmental conservation certificates.
Still to come... Moving forwards, we have a great deal of support from our committed
Governors and hardworking parent fundraisers as well as many people in the community. The
team continue to work hard to ensure that the children get a fun and broad curriculum and
opportunities that are truly above and beyond. There are plenty of special days planned; we will
have our customised Christmas rota day, Christmas dinners and Christmas parties. The children
will all be bubbles and having fun. We hope to return to our normal after school clubs, Rota
days, trips and residentials in the future, and hope once more to open the doors to the
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community for community cupcakes, assemblies’ art galleries and more. But for now, we will
continue to plan exciting opportunities, fun lessons and Google chat opportunities for the
children and share the photos on our Face book group.

The school continues to do very well in these tricky times, and we try hard to support families as
much as we can. We hope that this update on school is read and enjoyed by many in the village
and hope that you all have a healthy and safe Christmas, despite it being slightly different from
previous years. Take care of yourselves! The whole team and | wish you well. A Happy and Safe
Christmas to you all!

Debby O’Connell, Newport School Headteacher
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FRIENDS OF NEWPORT SCHOOL

FONS is a voluntary group of helpers who work hard to raise additional funds for the children of
Newport School. The recent pandemic set new and difficult challenges for our group, however as
a team we adapted quickly and continued to hold virtual fundraising events over the last 8
months. Recently we made a purchase of outdoor play equipment which gave the children
something new and exciting at school during these difficult times. As we raise more funds, we
hope to add to this equipment throughout the next school year. FONS would like to take this
opportunity to thank all the parents/carers/ friends and families for their continued support and
to all the local businesses for their kind donations. Please follow our FONS face-book page for
more details and upcoming events.

Laura, Chair of FONS
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NEWPORT CRICKET CLUB

The pandemic came at just the wrong time for the cricket season and as a result, very little
cricket took place — just four friendlies in August and September. The Howdenshire Evening
League was cancelled and the normal York Senior League season severely restricted. Newport
took the decision, along with several other clubs, not to take part. The Government and English
Cricket Authorities imposed many restrictions in order for cricket to resume in July and it was felt
by the club’s officials that it was impossible for a small club like ours to get everything done in
time. This was very disappointing, especially for our group of very promising under 18 players
who were looking forward to the season. Even practice sessions were severely curtailed. The club
recently held its AGM via Zoom and with the help of a Government hardship grant, took the
decision to undertake a renovation of facilities programme in time for the start of the 2021
season which we hope will be able to run as normal. If you would like to join a thriving and
friendly local sports club, contact Danny on 07803281800, call in at Newport Newsagents and
speak to Sam or look on our Facebook page.

A Happy and Safe Christmas from all at Newport CC
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NEWPORT VILLAGE HALL

In common with everyone else, 2020 has been a difficult year for the village hall. From the first
lockdown on March 23" until June 15t we were completely closed until the Pre-School was able to
re-open in a covid secure zone in the newer part of the premises. During this time we were able
to completely re-paint the outside and the ladies toilets inside. There were many hurdles to jump
through before the rest of the hall was able to re-open on July 25%™. This included legal
requirements such as a covid risk assessment and cleaning schedule. Many of our regular users
were able to return from that date and we are very grateful to all of them for agreeing to
undertake some cleaning common after their sessions.

However, not long after that, the imposition of compulsory mask wearing in halls created another
problem but fortunately the exercise and training exemption clauses allowed everyone to
continue. Nevertheless, we did lose many bookings over the summer — two wedding receptions,
50th and 90™ birthday parties, two auctions and all but one of the cycling events. Our regular Art
Class, Sewing Group and U3A Family History Group have yet to return. Nor have we been able to
run our monthly fund-raising prize bingos and quizzes. Despite all this disruption, the village hall
has been able to manage financially, helped by a Government hardship grant which has helped
offset the normal running costs during a period of greatly reduced income.

The second lockdown meant closure once again apart from Pre-School and under the tier three
arrangements, only a small number of exercise classes for under 18 can recommence. We were
able to get part of the car park re-surfaced in October and keep the premises looking good inside
and outside. We had a bumper crop of apples from the tree next to the hall which we were able
to distribute around the village.

The pandemic has been challenging especially the constantly changing regulations and often
unclear, unhelpful and short-notice government information but we have been supported by the
East Riding Village Hall Network and the rural affairs body, ACRE. The unfailing support of the
members of the committee and the flexibility of all our regular users has enabled Newport Village
Hall to continue to serve the community to the best of our ability. If and when things get back to
normal, please support our regular users — Paul’s Dog Training Classes, Krista’s Pilates Classes,
Beth’s Keep Fit Classes, Lucy’s Aerial Classes, Jane’s Sewing Group and Ros’ Art Group. Look out
for the adverts as and when the bingos and quizzes return. For more information on all of these
contact us via email at secretary@nvhey.org or our Facebook page.

Have a Happy and Safe Christmas everyone.

Steve Clarke, NVH Secretary
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GILBERDYKE AND SURROUNDING VILLAGES
CORONAVIRUS VOLUNTEERS GROUP

The group, founded by Andy Hirst, was initially set up in March 2020 as a positive response to the
COVID-19 situation to provide support for vulnerable individuals. Over 50 local people
immediately volunteered to support the Group and helped residents with shopping, prescription
collection, dog walking and dropping off emergency food parcels during the worst of the
pandemic. In addition, volunteers engaged in a buddy system by ringing residents who lived
alone, felt vulnerable or just wanted a friendly chat. The Committee has worked very closely with
the local authority to ensure the safety of volunteers and residents. The Group and volunteers ran
a range of community events including the Rainbow competition in support of the NHS with many
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children colouring in templates or designing their own rainbows. Volunteers spent a day taking
photographs of the displays to share on social media and gave out 750 Easter Eggs to the local
children. The remaining Easter Eggs were dropped off for the residents of the Old School House.
The Scarecrow event was held with over 300 households displaying some very creative designs.
VE Day celebrated what it means to be British with splashes of red, white and blue throughout the
houses and gardens of the villages. We also had the Villages Lockdown Carnival and Greggles Big
Variety Night In. The most recent event is Streets of Light, Love and Hope were residents are
invited to decorate one (or more) window of their home for others to see and enjoy. Templates
have been shared on social media and are available in local business for those who wish to use
them or alternatively design your own window display, there will also be prizes for the best
dressed window.

The Group received many donations from local residents as well as organisations including
Budgens, Londis, Aldi, Morrisons, Gilberdyke Parish Council, Warburtons, Croda, RM Motor
Engineers Ltd, S&C Rescue Services, Tesco, Kings Arms and Alterever to name a few. The
donations helped towards the costs of supplies such as food, PPE, sanitizer as well as supporting
prizes for the community events. Gilberdyke Village Hall opened its doors to enable us to store
supplies and use the building as a central hub with many residents using it to access food supplies.
We also successfully applied for funding from Two Ridings Community Foundation.

The Committee would like to say a huge thank you to all the volunteers and the people and
organisations who have made donations; without you this group would not be possible.

The Committee is planning community events throughout 2021 and would love to hear your ideas
and suggestions. The Committee Members are Andy Hirst, Dave Bielby, Kirsty Old, Sharron
Mansell, Sylvia Grant, Nicola Carter and Kelly Hirst.

If you are struggling in any way, are interested in becoming a volunteer or just wish to give us
some feedback please contact us on 07729 326266 between 08.30 and 13:00 and we will do our
best to help.
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NEWPORT METHODIST CHURCH

Can | take this opportunity to wish you all peace and joy this Christmas? We will be holding a
service at 10: 00 a.m. on Christmas Day at the Methodist chapel. This is what is planned but, as we
go to print, so little is certain in the days ahead. This might not be the Christmas we had hoped or
planned for. The Christmas story is full of people who were faced, like us, with unexpected
situations and predicaments. Was Mary expecting to give birth in a stable? Were the shepherds
expecting a heavenly choir? Were the wise men expecting to follow a star and then find
themselves in front of King Herod? The answer to all three questions is no. However, what was
certain was God’s love and care for each and all of the people in the story. Each one faced their
challenges and, with God’s help, came through a little older and wiser. God is with us through our
challenges and guides our footsteps. May you find God’s guidance and support this Christmas.

Carol Service Sunday 20" December 10.30am
Sunday Morning Worship 10.30am
For upcoming events view our noticeboard or facebook page: - Newport Methodist Church

Ann Rigby-Jones
Methodist Minister for Newport Methodist Church
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ST STEPHEN’S CHURCH

This Christmas will be a very different one for all of us due to the current pandemic. Church
services with carols and nativity plays and all the usual things that make up our Christmas
traditions will sadly not be able to go ahead.

That said there are a couple of things to note :

e Firstly, from December 1t there will be a Christmas tree located outside St Stephen’s. It
has been kindly donated by Chantelle Greaves in loving memory of her son Kai. This tree
will serve as a memory tree. There will be a plastic box of pre- stringed baubles, a sharpie
pen and hand gel next to the tree. It will carry clear instructions to : gel hands, take a pen
and write on a bauble the name of a loved one you want to remember this Christmas,
hang the bauble on the tree, re -gel hands and firmly close the box lid. We will have to
rely on the good nature of the people of Newport to do this sincerely in the spirit it is
intended. | do hope that the box will not get destroyed or vandalised by anyone. We are a
community and should always be mindful of that fact. Due to an impending hip
replacement Fiona Holt at the King’s Arms has said she will organise a working party to
set all this up — this is really community in action.

e |f you are able to access the Facebook pages of The HuB@St Stephen’s or the Howden
Team Ministry Noticeboard there will be details of Christmas Carol services by the choir
at Howden Minster. Places will have to be pre booked to comply with social distancing
measures.

e During November the churches in the area are collecting winter coats — mainly for men-
for the homeless. If these can be collected in the community and dropped off at the
Vicarage at Thimblehall Lane, or with Fiona at The Kings Arms, they will be hung on
hangars with a Christmas message and given to the homeless in December.

e | maintain close links with the brilliant school in Newport and am delighted to have been
in to do virtual assembly. | shall be going in before Christmas to give out DIY Christingles
to all KS2 children and sticker badges to all KS2 children. These have been funded by an
education fund at Eastrington church.

On a sad note the church will be closed after 1 December until at least Spring. Currently | am in
discussion with the Archdeacon to discuss the future of this beautiful church. It is well used for
baptisms, weddings and funerals but not attended at other times. It is not possible to run a
church without a congregation or a regular income. | had started some community activities, like
a drop-in group, Saturday morning film and crafts for children half termly, and had plans for a
community choir and book club. Sadly, Covid19 put paid to all the hopes of using the building as
a community HUB. Following discussions with the Archdeacon | will then be able to consider
whether it is still possible to restart these events and, if so, how to fund them.

| wish you all a safe Christmas in the hope that we remember why we celebrate it. | also hope we
can be with family and loved ones at this special time of year.

Every Blessing
Lyn, Vicar of Newport & Gilberdyke, Blacktoft and Laxton
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WARD COUNCILLOR VICTORIA AITKEN

Another year and it’s Christmas again. It is going to be a different Christmas this year for most
of us and for some a sad one with the passing of family and friends. This has in many instances
been a tragic year but in other ways we have re-engaged with our local communities, which is a
lovely thing.
Well done to everyone for helping to manage the risk of Covid -19 and helping to protect our
vulnerable residents. To all the volunteers Thank You! You have been epic! The work you have
done has been inspiring. There are many residents who have been kept safe and well because
of our army of helpers and the neighbourly spirit | have seen across the Ward. Local Covid
figures are still too high and now is not the time to drop our guard. We have all had a very
different and often a challenging year. We are all hoping for the new vaccine and fingers
crossed we’ll get back to normal early next summer
Remember........ Safe Distance! Wash Hands! Mask up! And get tested if you have ANY
symptoms! Phone 111.
As you know | spend a lot of my time working with the local Drainage Board and over £100,000
of grant money has been secured for improvements to Newport Canal. A big thank you to the
Ouse and Humber Drainage Board for heading up this application. We all know how important
the canal is for draining the Howdenshire Area and especially to Newport.
It’s imperative that the canal structure, particularly the canal banks are kept in good order.
Over the past few years | have been working closely with the Ouse and Humber Drainage Board
and the Environment Agency, calling for the banks to be strengthened. | have had confirmation
that over £100,000 has been awarded in the form of a National Flood Defence Grant through
Defra. This money will see huge improvements to the Structural Stability of the Canal Banks. |
have reported numerous slips along the canal banks which have been patch repaired. It’s very
important that the whole length of the village stretch be stabilised. The primary work will be to
pile the length of the Canal between the M62 and B1230 (main road Newport) this will
effectively protect all properties along Canal side East and West as well as preventing the road
from slip into the canal. | am still working on funding for lengths of the canal north of the M62. |
am told work will start this winter. I’'m sure there will be some inconvenience to residents who
live along the canal and | am asking for updates for residents before work starts. This is really
important work which has taken too long to get funded. I first spoke with the EA back in 2012
when residents flagged up their concerns but let’s be positive and I'll keep you posted about
progress.
The landfill site has still got challenges but | continue to work towards achieving the best
possible result. Thankfully the gas collection system on the site has reduced the vast majority of
smells and work is ongoing to finish the final drainage system and final capping off of the site. |
have been assured, by the Environment Agency, that any material brought onto site is purely
for restoration and NOT for landfill. This year there have been a number of changes within the
Council and my role has changed from the Health, Care and Wellbeing brief to the Economic
Development portfolio which includes Strategic Tourism, a vital part of our economy. This is a
huge change and | am doing a lot of work behind the scene to get abreast of this very important
roleA couple of areas of interest will be around the high street economy and how we support
residents who need to reassess their career path and what skills training the Council can help to
support.
If anyone would like to contact me or Nigel Wilkinson or Linda Bayram on these or any other
issue please feel free to do so.
| hope you all have a Happy Christmas and that next year brings us to a safer and calmer
NewYear!
Victoria Aitken
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NEWPORT PARISH COUNCIL WORKING PARTY FOR
YOUTH PROVISION

With the Newport and Gilberdyke Youth Project being dissolved earlier in the year, Newport
Parish Council started to look at new ways to support the youth of Newport Village and its
surrounding areas. A Youth Provision Working Group was formed and its members include some
of the newest Councillors and with them comes an additional set of skills and experience in youth
provision and education as well as a fresh approach to meeting the needs of the younger residents
in the area.

Looking to the future, the Working Party has set about researching and mulling over the various
aspects of who, what, how and where; Ideas have been rebounding off the walls at the meetings
and it is a case of:

What do we do? When? Who do we ask to help?

Could this be you?

Do you have an idea for the Youth Event Calendar for 20217

Do you want to be part of it all? The main working party will be inviting a variety of bodies into the
Programme as it moves forward and evolves with projects and events.

Some of the ideas and areas being looked at to start with are:

Garden to Mouth — a series of how to grow different and basic foods and then of course cooking
and eating them. Specific cuisine nights: from Bean Sprouts (Mung Beans) to Chop Suey (American
Chinese dish), and then serving them with Style and in the traditional Chinese way.

Under the Hood -Techno nights - setting up a business to train the maybe slightly older generation
in how to operate systems and being funded to do it; not a lot, but where you go from there is up
to you. Game designers in to show how this industry may be for you and maybe a trick or two.
Not every village has a Canal - Oral History Project — to create and produce a film for You tube
and streaming of the History of the village, re enacting the history of the village — the culture
present and past.

Music bites — can you perform, sing, and dance make us laugh, could this be a profession you
would like to consider, or do you just enjoy being part of the band. Bringing in Sound Engineers
and Lighting Designers to create a professional show, stage managers, to show you what actually
goes on behind the scenes - which is more than you think. Costume design, set design, how to put
the show together, how do you create a programme.

Event Planning will come into all this so if you want to look at this feel free to join us and learn
with experience thrown in, but remember to bring your sense of humour along as well, its hard
work.

Make-up, Fashion Shows, and last but by no means least:

Sport, okay there is football, rugby, which we are looking at, but there are so many others that we
can introduce you to. Skate Park, climbing wall anyone? See, there is such a variety!! What are
the main areas that you would want to see, what do you think to the current ideas? please let us
know by contacting the Clerk or use the ‘contact us’ on the website newportpc.org.uk

MERRY CHRISTMAS

Disclaimer: The Newport Times is compiled and distributed by Newport Parish Council. We
cannot guarantee the accuracy of information provided by parties other than the Parish
Council.

No part of this publication can be copied or distributed by any means without permission
from the Parish Council.
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